
	

	 1	

http://www.unaa.org.au/divisions/western-australia/	

UN	Matters	December	2019-January	2020		

 

Chief	Editor:	Caleb	Gorton	

Photos (L to R): UNAAWA President Wins 2020 Community Citizen of the Year, ‘The Art of Storytelling’ Exhibition Opening (Credit: VUCAP) 

2 
3 
4 
5 
7 
8 
9 
12 

 
 

Inside	This	Issue:	
From the President 
In Defence of the United Nations 
Members Corner 
Event Reports 
News 
Special Guest Contributor: Anita Lynch 
Important Dates 
UN Observances 



	

	 2	

http://www.unaa.org.au/divisions/western-australia/	

From	the	President	

1

We	are	now	well	into	the	new	year	and	I	am	pleased	
to	 announce	 that	 we	 have	 an	 exciting	 calendar	 of	
events	and	activities	planned	for	2020.	Members,	as	
well	as	your	families	and	friends,	can	look	forward	to	
a	year	dedicated	to	furthering	the	goals	and	ideals	of	
the	 United	 Nations,	 on	 issues	 as	 diverse	 as	 gender	
equality,	human	 rights,	 the	environment,	education	
and	of	course	the	Sustainable	Development	Goals.		

2020	 marks	 the	 beginning	 of	 our	 final	 decade	 of	
action	 to	 accomplish	 the	 ambitious	 agenda	 of	 the	
SDGs,	 but	 we	 are	 sorely	 behind	 on	 many	 of	 the	
targets	 the	 world	 has	 set	 itself.	 We	 need	 look	 no	
further	than	the	tragic	fires	which	have	clouded	our	
skies	 and	 blanketed	 our	 news	 channels,	 to	 realize	
the	 importance	 and	 urgency	 of	 tackling	 climate	
change,	which	is	just	one	of	the	17	Goals.		

Australia	 still	 has	a	way	 to	go	on	a	 range	of	 issues,	
and	it	will	take	all	of	us	working	together	to	achieve	
them.	 But	 at	 the	 same	 time	we	 have	 reason	 to	 be	
hopeful	 after	 seeing	 the	 way	 so	 many	 Australians	
have	 come	 together	 in	 this	 challenging	 moment.	
Never	before	have	we	been	so	united	in	recognising	
the	need	for	action,	and	the	UNAAWA	and	all	of	our	
amazing	volunteers	look	forward	to	doing	our	part	in	
the	 year	 ahead.	So	 keep	 an	 eye	 out	 on	 our	 social	
media	channels	and	our	website	for	the	latest	news	
on	 our	 upcoming	 events	 and	 do	 please	 join	 us	 at	
them.		

We	 have	 already	 held	 a	 successful	 exhibition	 at	
the	Fremantle	 Shipwreck	Museum	entitled	 ‘The	Art	
of	 Storytelling’	 and	 I	 would	 like	 to	 take	 this	
opportunity	to	thank	all	our	volunteers	who	worked	
hard	to	make	it	happen	and	to	all	the	members	who	
attended.		
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Coming	up	next	we	have	 the	first	of	 this	year’s	 SDG	
Forums,	 which	 will	 be	 hosted	 at	 EY	 Perth	 on	
Achieving	 the	 SDG	 Goals	 &	 its	 Impact	 on	 Business	
Transformation.	We	have	an	exciting	list	of	speakers	
from	both	the	public	and	private	sectors	who	will	be	
sharing	their	leadership	and	experience	at	the	event.		

Finally,	 I'd	 like	 to	 welcome	 all	 our	 new	 members	
who've	 joined	us	 since	 last	 year.	You	all	have	a	 role	
to	play	 in	advocating	for	the	United	Nations,	 for	the	
SDGs,	and	for	the	future	we	want.	So,	if	you	have	any	
suggestions	 for	 activities	 you	 believe	 the	 UNAAWA	
should	 support,	 please	 feel	 free	 to	 reach	out	 to	me	
at	wapres@unaa.org.au.		

Please	remember,	the	work	our	organization	does	 is	
only	 possible	because	of	 your	 involvement	 and	 that	
of	all	our	members,	 supporters	 and	volunteers.	 So	 I	
also	want	 to	once	again	 thank	you	 for	 joining	us	on	
our	journey	and	wish	you	a	wonderful	year	ahead.	

Dr Sandy Chong 	
UNAAWA President 
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Special	Editorial	

In	Defence	of	the	United	Nations	

1

In	all	my	years	of	involvement	with	the	United	Nations	
Association	of	 Australia	 [WA	Division],	 the	 amount	 of	
criticism	 of	 failure	 that	 has	 been	 launched	 at	 the	
United	Nations	has	not	ceased	nor	abated.	Either	from	
leaders	 of	 nations	 states,	 who,	 when	 they	 find	 it	
necessary	 for	 political	 or	 ideological	 reasons	 to	
withhold	 much	 needed	 funds,	 or	 individuals	 in	 our	
community	 who	 either	 through	 ignorance	 or	 bloody	
mindedness	 find	 fault	 with	 what	 is	 essentially	 a	
human-made	entity.	When	did	you	last	see	a	perfectly	
working,	error-free	man-made	object?		

The	UN	like	its	predecessor,	the	League	of	Nations,	was	
designed	 to	 bring	 nation	 states	 together	 in	 the	 hope	
that	 by	 common	 dialogue	 and	 discussion,	 we	 could	
prevent	 wars	 such	 as	 World	 War	 I	 [1914-1918]	 and	
World	War	 II	 [1939-1945]	 from	ever	happening	again.	
But	 importantly,	 it	 was	 not	 the	 only	 role	 that	 the	
makers	gave	to	this	construction.	

Several	 entities	 from	 the	 League	 were	 retained	 as	
critical	by	the	UN	when	it	came	into	being	after	World	
War	 II.	 Included	 in	 these	 were	 the	 International	
Telecommunications	 Union	 (ITU),	 The	 International	
Labour	 Organisation	 (ILO)	 and	 the	 Universal	 Postal	
Union	 (UPU).	 Special	 League	 committees	 for	 Health,	
Refugees,	 Women	 and	 Slavery	 are	 substantial	 and	
important	structures	within	the	UN	today.	
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In	his	1929	book,	From	Paris	to	Locarno	and	After	 the	
League	of	Nations	and	the	Search	for	Security,	1919-28,	
Professor	 Fred	 Alexander	 wrote,	 “but	 all	 three 
problems,	 of	 Arbitration,	 Security	 and	 Disarmament	
together	 comprise	 of	 only	 one	 aspect	 of	 the	work	 of	
the	 League	of	Nations.	 If	 attention	 has	 been	 devoted	
exclusively	 to	 this	 one	 aspect,	 the	 fact	 should	 not	 be	
taken	 to	 imply	 that	 the	 non-political	 [my	 emphasis]	
work	 of	 the	 League’s	 many	 committees	 upon	 social,	
humanitarian	 and	 reconstruction	 questions	 is	 of	 little	
value.	 On	 the	 contrary,	 it	may	 be	 argued	 that	 it	 is	 in	
these	 less	 exciting	 and	 less	 exalting	 activities,	 little	
known	though	they	may	be	to	the	average	public,	since	
they	seldom	appear	in	the	headlines	of	the	daily	press	
that	 the	 greatest	 hope	 of	 the	 League	 lies”.	 Professor	
Alexander	 was	 the	 last	 President	 of	 the	 League	 of	
Nations	 Union	 in	 WA	 and	 the	 first	 President	 of	 the	
UNAA	[WA	Division].			

I	 believe	 that	 the	 UNAA,	 in	 supporting	 the	 aims	 and	
objective	 of	 the	 UN,	 should	 not	 be	 defensive	 when	
confronted	with	non-factual	criticism,	but	should	be	on	
the	front	foot	by	pointing	out	the	underreported	work	
of	 the	 UN	 agencies	 that	 feed,	 clothe	 and	 provide	
shelter	 and	 medical	 care	 to	 millions	 of	 people	 each	
year.	Equally,	peacekeepers	provide	safety	where	little	
can	be	found.		

Lindsay Dorman 
UNAAWA Member 

The League of Nations at its opening session in Geneva, 1920. 
UN Photo # 97289 

Providing vital medical help: Local residents in the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo receives vaccination against Ebola 
inside a World Health Organization (WHO) compound. UN 
Photo # 817115 
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Members	Corner		

1

We	are	proud	to	announce	that	UNAAWA	President	Dr	
Sandy	Chong	 is	 the	winner	of	 the	prestigious	Australia	
Day	 2020	 Community	 Citizen	 of	 the	 Year	 Award.	The	
award	 was	 presented	 by	 the	 City	 of	 South	 Perth	 in	
recognition	 of	 her	 tireless	 efforts	 in	 promoting	
education,	 business,	 cultural	 diversity,	 gender	and	
youth	 empowerment,	as	 well	 as	the	fundraising	
and	voluntary	 services	 that	 contribute	 to	 the	
advancement	and	wellbeing	of	the	community.	

This	annual	 award	recognizes	 and	 celebrates	 the	
outstanding	contributors	 to	 community	 life	 in	 four	
categories:	 Community	 Citizen	 of	 the	 Year,	
Youth	Citizen	 of	 the	 Year,	 Senior	 Citizen	 of	 the	 Year,	
and	Active	Citizenship	 for	Group	or	Event.	The	awards	
were	 presented	at	 the	 Australia	 Day	 Morning	
Ceremony	on	26th	 January	by	Mayor	Greg	Milner	and	
Auspire	Chairman	Bradley	Woods.		

Upon	receiving	congratulations	from	The	Patron	of	the	
award,	 His	 Excellency	 the	 Governor	 of	 Western	
Australia	 Kim	 Beazley	 AC,	 Sandy	 said:	 “This	 award	
means	a	lot	to	me	-	that	an	Asian	woman	who	came	to	
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Perth	 as	 a	migrant	25	years	ago	 can	be	accepted	 and	
acknowledged	 for	her	work	 in	 the	community.	 It	 is	an	
honour	 to	 be	 nominated	 amongst	 some	 truly	
outstanding	 fellow	 nominees.	 Perth	 has	given	 so	
much	to	 me.	It	 is	 a	 privilege	 to	 be	 able	 to	 give	 back	
and	do	my	part	in	making	our	city	and	country	a	kinder	
and	more	welcoming	place	for	all.”	

UNAAWA	President	Dr	Sandy	Chong	Wins	2020	Community	Citizen	of	the	Year	

(L to R): Mayor Greg Milner, Dr Sandy Chong, Auspire  
Chairman Bradley Woods 

Benjamin	J.	Burridge:	Bringing	the	SDGs	to	the	Workplace 

1

I	was	first	formally	introduced	to	the	UNAA	in	October	
2018	 and	 recently	 became	 a	 member	 in	 late	 2019.	
Since	 volunteering	 for	 the	 SDG	 Business	 Forum,	 I’ve	
had	 the	 opportunity	 to	 attend	 many	 events	 and	
become	a	part	of	the	close-knit	SDG	family.	

I	gained	interest	in	the	SDGs	due	to	a	 life-long	passion	
for	 science	 and	 my	 own	 desire	 to	 do	 better	 and	
contribute	towards	a	better	future.	
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I’ve	 spent	my	 university	 years	 immersed	 in	 the	weird	
worlds	 of	 physics	 and	 mathematics.	 I’m	 currently	
completing	 a	 Masters	 in	 Astrophysics	 at	 UWA.	 My	
dissertation	 is	 helping	 to	 further	 the	 research	 into	
Gravitational	Waves,	 which	 were	 predicted	 by	 Albert	
Einstein	 and	 detected	 in	 2015.	 I’ve	 learnt	 that	 I’m	
excited	 about	 science	 communication	 and	 how	 new	
knowledge	and	technologies	can	benefit	the	planet.	

Since	 learning	 about	 the	 SDGs,	 I’ve	 been	 eager	 to	
implement	 them	 at	 KPMG	 Perth,	 where	 I	 work	 in	
Research	 &	 Development	 Advisory.	 This	 has	 included	
volunteering	with	colleagues	to	#Act4SDGs	at	the	SAFE	
Perth	 animal	 rescue	 organisation	 and	 participating	 in	
the	KPMG	Perth	Climate	Change	Committee.	

I’m	excited	to	see	what	we	in	the	UNAA	can	achieve	by	
working	towards	the	SDGs	in	this	new	decade.	

Benjamin J. Burridge 
SDG Business Forum Committee Member 
 
 

KPMG employees volunteer to #Act4SDGs. Source: 
Benjamin J. Burridge  
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A	 large	 crowd	 attended	 the	 2020	 International	
Holocaust	 Remembrance	 Day	 at	 the	 Perth	 Jewish	
Community	Centre	on	27th	January,	MCed	by	Holocaust	
Institute	 of	 WA	 President	 Sol	 Majteles.	 The	 UN	
designated	International	Holocaust	Remembrance	Day	
on	 the	 anniversary	 of	 the	 liberation	 of	 Auschwitz	 to	
remember	the	six	million	Jewish	victims	and	millions	of	
other	 victims	 of	 the	 holocaust	 and	 to	 help	 prevent	
further	 genocides.	 At	 the	 event,	 UNAAWA	 Secretary	
Thijs	Roos	spoke	of	the	need	to	continue	the	discussion	
on	 the	Holocaust	 and	 to	 educate	 the	next	 generation	
about	what	 happened	during	 those	 horrible	 years,	 so	
that	the	generation	to	come	and	their	leaders	can	help	
to	create	a	society	built	on	the	values	enshrined	in	the	
UN	 Charter	 -	 Peace,	 Justice,	 Respect,	 Human	 Rights,	
Tolerance	and	Solidarity.	

The	 audience	 was	 honoured	 by	 Rivka	 Majteles,	 who	
gave	 her	 survivor	 story.	 The	 people	 listened	 to	 her	
tragic	 and	 never	 to	 be	 forgotten	 testimony	 and	 all	
were	 grateful	 for	 her	 continued	 efforts	 to	 bravely	
speak	out	and	help	us	to	remember.		

2020	 marks	 the	 75th	 anniversary	 of	 the	 liberation	 of	
Auschwitz,	 the	 ending	 of	 the	 Second	World	War	 and	
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the	ending	of	the	Holocaust.		

2020	 also	 marks	 the	 establishment	 of	 the	 United	
Nations,	 formed	 in	 response	 to	 the	 atrocities	 and	
crimes	 of	 the	 Holocaust	 and	 the	 Second	World	War,	
with	 the	 aim	 of	 building	 a	 world	 that	 is	 just	 and	
peaceful.	

Thijs Roos  
UNAAWA Secretary  

(L to R): Sol Majteles, Dr Gabriele Maluga, Rivka Majteles, 
Thijs Roos 

Event	Reports	

75	years	after	Auschwitz:	2020	International	Holocaust	Remembrance	Day	

1

The	UNAAWA	Human	Rights	Committee	and	the	Western	Australian	Shipwrecks	Museum	were	thrilled	to	open	
'The	Art	of	Storytelling'	Exhibition	on	22nd	December	2019.		

The	 collaboration,	 celebrating	 the	 United	 Nations	 Year	 of	 Indigenous	 Languages,	 presents	 artwork	 from	
Fremantle's	Japingka	Art	Gallery,	WA|We	Are	project,	Tashiface,	and	materials	that	illustrate	the	importance	of	
the	Universal	Declaration	of	Human	Rights	and	Australia's	diverse	Indigenous	language	culture.	

Continued on page 6	

'The	Art	of	Storytelling'	Exhibition	Opening		
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Event	Reports		

'The	Art	of	Storytelling'	Exhibition	Opening		

2

Continued from page 5 
The	 full	 house	 turnout	 included	 Western	 Australian	
Museum	 CEO	 Alec	 Cole,	 Japnkiga	 and	 WA|We	 Are	
representatives,	 and	 family,	 friends	 and	 fellow	
UNAAWA	members.		

The	Human	Rights	Committee	would	particularly	like	to	
thank	 the	 Western	 Australian	 Museum	 Foundation	
sponsored	 by	 the	 Mindaroo	 Foundation	 for	 their	
support	 in	 bringing	 this	 exhibition	 alive.	Other	 thanks	
go	to	the	exhibition	curator,	Creative	Spaces.		

Since	 its	 opening,	 the	 exhibition	has	 had	hundreds	 of	
local	 and	 international	 visitors	 during	 the	 Museum's	
peak	 summer	period.	 The	 exhibition	 is	 open	 and	 free	
to	 the	 public	 until	 1st	 March	 2020:	 Shipwrecks	
Museum	Cliff	St,	Fremantle,	8:30-5pm	daily.		

If	you	would	like	to	find	out	more	about	the	exhibition	
please	visit:	https://www.wa-we-are.org/		

3

Alex Kannegiesser-Bailey 
Human Rights Committee Chair 

Exhibition coordinators (L to R): Lauren Bracewell, Gill 
Harrison, Laura Clarke, Alex Kannegiesser-Bailey. Photos: 
VUCAP 
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Celebrating	 the	 two-year	 anniversary	 of	 the	 SDG	
Forum	 Series,	 on	 Valentine's	 Day	 14th	 February	 2020,	
the	 SDG	 Forum	 team	welcomed	 the	New	 Year	with	 a	
potluck	 session	 of	 multicultural	 cuisines	 from	
Singapore,	 Malaysia,	 France,	 South	 Africa,	 Vietnam,	
Indonesia	 and	 Macedonia	 prepared	 by	 our	 amazing	
volunteers.	The	gathering	added	a	fun,	Lunar	New	Year	
flavour	 when	 all	 volunteers	 participated	 in	 the	 'good	
fortune	tossing'	-	 a	 traditional	 celebration	 during	 the	
New	Year	season	in	Asia.		

Since	its	inception	in	2018,	the	SDG	Forum	Series	have	
attracted	 over	 600	 attendees,	 25	 sponsors	 and	
partners,	 successfully	 raising	 awareness	 of	 the	 UN	
Sustainable	Development	Goals	(SDGs)	in	WA.	

We	 are	most	 thankful	 of	 the	warm	 support	 from	our	
community	 and	most	 importantly,	 the	dedication	 and	
passion	from	our	volunteers.	

To	check	out	more	of	our	work	or	simply	see	our	team	
in	 action,	 join	 us	 at	 our	 upcoming	 SDG	 forums	 at	 the	
EY,	 "Achieving	 SDGs	 &	 its	 Impact	 on	 Business	
Transformation"	on	the	26th	February	2020	

For	more	 event	 details,	 please	 refer	 to	the	 Important	
Dates	section	on	page	9.		
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SDG Forum Organising Committee celebrates Valentine’s Day 
and the Luna New Year. Photo: Allan Sim  

SDG	Forum	Team	Potluck	Night	



	

	 7	

http://www.unaa.org.au/divisions/western-australia/	

News		

Australian	bushfire	crisis:	UNICEF	offers	help	and	support 

1

6th January 2020. Source: UN News 
Raging	bushfires	wreaking	havoc	across	Australia	
have	prompted	 the	UN	Children’s	Fund,	UNICEF,	
to	offer	its	support	to	the	Australian	Government	
and	 its	 partners	 which	 are	 battling	 the	
“unprecedented	disaster”.		
While	 acknowledging	 “the	 selflessness,	
professionalism	 and	 dedication”	 of	 first	
responders	 and	 all	 organizations	 working	 on	 the	
ground,	UNICEF	issued	 a	statement	on	6th	 January	
extending	 its	 condolences	 to	 the	 children	 and	
families	 affected	 by	 the	 fires	 that	 continue	 to	
devastate	the	country.		
Flagging	 its	 experience	 in	 providing	 crucial	 long-
term	support	to	children	across	the	world	through	
the	 three	 stages	 of	 relief,	 recovery	 and	
rehabilitation,	 UNICEF	 expressed	 it	 “very	 real	
desire”	to	assist	Australia.	
“UNICEF	 has	 significant	 expertise	 and	 experience	
globally	 in	 responding	 to	 emergencies,	 including	
natural	 disasters”,	 the statement	 said.	 “From	
decades	 of	 work	 with	 millions	 of	 people	 around	
the	 world,	 we	 know	 that	 children	 are	 always	
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among	the	most	vulnerable	in	circumstances	such	
as	these”.		
In	 many	 situations,	 UNICEF	 added	 that	 climate	
change	 is	 making	 scenarios	 “worse	 and	 more	
enduring”.	 UNICEF	 upheld	 the	 vital	 importance	
that	 children	 who	 have	 lived	 through	 disasters	
“return	 to	 normal	 life	 as	 quickly	 as	 possible”,	
which	is	best	done	by	resuming	their	education.		
“In	the	longer	term	it	is	also	vital	that	the	views	of	
children	 are	 taken	 into	 consideration	 when	
decisions	 are	 being	made”,	which	 is	 why	 UNICEF	
Australia	 has	 been	 in	 discussion	 with	 the	 Fund’s	
international	offices,	and	other	local	organizations	
and	government	agencies	“to	plan	the	provision	of	
our	support	and	expertise	into	the	future”.	

Firefighters in Queensland. Source: UN News 

Firefighters in Queensland. Source: UN News 

Kim	Beazley	Honoured	as	WA	Rotary	Patron 

The	 Governor	 of	 Western	 Australia,	 the	
Honourable	Kim	Beazley	AC,	recently	accepted	his	
Patronship	of	the	WA	Rotary	District	9455.		
At	 the	 event,	 Rotary	 District	 Governor	 of	 WA	
Graham	 Peden	 also	 officially	 announced	 the	
Rotary	 District	 Conference	 to	 be	 taking	 place	 on	
April	4th	&	5th.	
The	Rotary	Club	of	Perth	is	a	partner	organisation	
of	UNAAWA.		

(L to R): Go Cultural Aboriginal Tours & Experiences Owner 
Walter McGuire, the Hon. Kim Beazley AC, Rotary Club of 
Perth and UNAAWA Executive Committee Member Jurgen 
Baumhoff. Source: Jurgen Baumhoff.  
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Special	Guest	Contributor:	Anita	Lynch	

Female	Genital	Mutilation:	An	Issue	Still	Requiring	Global	Legal	Condemnation 

1

Female	Genital	Mutilation	 (FGM)	
refers	 to	 “procedures	 that	
intentionally	alter	or	cause	injury	
to	 the	 female	 genital	 organs	 for	
non-medical	 reasons”,	 according	
to	the	World	Health	Organization	
(WHO).	 There	 are	 no	 health	

benefits	 but	 rather	 numerous	 serious	 health	
complications	 that	 arise	 post-procedure	 including	 but	
not	limited	to	bleeding,	childbirth	complications,	cysts,	
infections,	 problems	 urinating	 and	 psychological	
trauma.		

Despite	 this,	 more	 than	 200	 million	 women	 and	
children	 are	 still	 recorded	 to	 have	 been	mutilated	 in	
just	thirty	countries	around	the	world	currently.	These	
numbers	 are	 especially	 high	 in	 countries	 including	
Egypt,	 Ethiopia	 and	 Indonesia.	 Egypt	 has	 the	 highest	
number	of	females	that	have	been	genitally	mutilated,	
with	 approximately	 87.2	 per	 cent	 of	 the	 female	
population	aged	between	15	and	49	believed	 to	have	
been	 effected.	 In	 Indonesia,	 it	 is	 estimated	 that	
approximately	 13.4	million	 Indonesian	 girls	 below	 the	
age	of	12	have	experienced	FGM.			

So	why	 do	 these	 nations	 still	 practice	 something	 that	
has	 been	 scientifically	 and	 medically	 proven	 to	
physically	and	mentally	damage	those	upon	which	the	
procedure	is	inflicted?	The	answer	lies	within	long-held	
cultural	 practices	 and	 beliefs	 surrounding	 women's	
chastity	 and	sexual	 purity	 status	until	marriage.	Some	
extreme	 forms	 of	 FGM	 mean that	 the	 female	 must	
have	an	operation	 in	order	 to	 re-open	her	 birth	canal	

2

when	 it	 is	 time	 to	have	marital	 sex,	or	 for	childbirth	 -	
once	 again	 inflicting	 trauma	 and	 recurring	 health	
problems	upon	her.	

Many	experts	and	leaders	worldwide	have	condemned	
FGM	practices	including	The	Royal	Australian	and	New	
Zealand	College	of	Obstetrics	and	Gynecology,	The	UN,	
UNICEF	 and	 WHO.	 Indonesia	 attempted	 to	 ban	 the	
practice	in	2006	but	religious	groups	at	the	time	made	
such	protest	that	 the	government	eventually	removed	
the	ban	and	 instead	enforced	FGM	to	be	practiced	by	
health	 professionals,	 where	 only	 the	 clitoral	 hood	 is	
removed	 non-invasively.	 This	 regulation	 was	 once	
again	removed	in	2013	in	response	to	public	outcry.		

Policy	 reformation	 is	 not	 the	 only	 avenue	 in	 which	
change	can	be	made	in	order	to	stamp	out	practices	of	
FGM.	 The	 UN	 endorses	 the	 method	 through	 which	
communities	 practice	 ‘collective	 abandonment’.	 This	
involves	the	whole	of	a	community	agreeing	to	end	the	
practice	 of	 FGM	 collectively,	 thus	 preventing	 any	
repercussions	that	could	be	felt	by	individuals/families	
whom	 choose	 not	 to	 engage	 in	 FGM	 practices	within	
communities	 in	 which	 it	 is	 still	 normalised	 and	
pervasive.	 Whether	 it	 is	 through	 this	 collective	
community-action	 process,	 or	 through	 an	 overarching	
authority	 figure,	 it	 is	 clear	 that	 change	 does	 need	 to	
occur	 so	 as	 to	 prevent	 the	 further	 mutilation	 and	
traumatisation	 of	 the	 next	 generations	 of	 women	
within	these	countries.	
Anita Lynch  
UNAAWA Intern 
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Important	Dates	

Tickets: https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/achieving-sdgs-its-impact-on-business-transformation-tickets-93199422983  
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Important	Dates	

Female	Financial	Dialogue:	Presented	by	Fiminize	and	UNAAWA		
Wednesday	11th	March	2020,	5:30pm	–	7:30pm	
WeWork	Central	Park	-	152	St	Georges	Terrace,	Perth	CBD	
Tickets:	https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/female-financial-dialogue-perth-tickets-93094731849		
	
These	#FFD	events	are	designed	 to	empower	everyone	financially,	 inspire	connection	between	ambitious	
women	and	celebrate	female	leaders	who	are	breaking	the	mould.	
Please	note:	All	genders	are	welcome	to	join	this	event.	
Our	 mission	 at	Finimize	is	 to	 empower	 more	 people	 to	 invest.	In	 2019	 the	 'Female	 Financial	 Dialogue'	
event	 was	 hosted	 by	 the	 Community	 in	 15	 cities	 around	 the	 world.	 This	 year	 we're	 making	 history.	
Thousands	 of	 Finimizers	 will	 be	 celebrating	 'Women's	 History	Month'	 together	 in	 48	 hours	 across	 the	
world.	 Using	 the	 global	 perspective	 from	 our	 Community,	 we’ll	 discuss	 “women’s	 money	 history”	 and	
our	 “relationship	 with	 money”	 in	 order	 to	 equip	 more	 people	 with	 the	 right	 tools	 and	 information	 to	
make	more	informed	financial	decisions	for	the	future.		
What	We'll	Talk	About:	
• Diversity	on	corporate	boards	&	board	sub-committees	and	their	impact	on	company	operations	and	

performance	
• Gender	pay	gap	in	Australia	and	its	consequences	to	women's	economic	security	
• How	Australia	stacks	up	in	'gender-equality'	regime	
• Supporting	women	entrepreneurs	and	empowering	women	to	invest	more	

Confirmed	Panelists:		

• Alison	Preston,	Professor	of	Economics,	the	University	of	Western	Australia	(UWA)	
• Dr.	Sandy	Chong,	President,	United	Nations	Association	of	Australia	(UNAA)	WA	
• Associate	Professor	Nigar	Sultana,	Faculty	of	Business	and	Law,	Curtin	University	
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The	UNAAWA	and	Rotary	have	a	close	relationship	and	
common	values.	UNAAWA	members	are	invited	to	join	
Rotarians	 and	 friends	 for	our	 annual	 district	
conference	 on	 the	 3rd,	 4th	 and	 5th	 April	 at	 the	
Boulevard	 Centre	 in	 Floreat,	 Perth.	 The	 conference	
is	focused	 on		 issues	 close	 to	 the	 hearts	 of	 Rotarians	
and	members	of	UNAAWA.	

The	 conference	 program	 features	 local,	 national	 and	
international	 experts	 who	 will	 each	 share	 their	
knowledge,	 insights	 and	 expertise	 to	 inform	
conference	 delegates	 about	 how	 we	 can	 make	 a	
difference	 to	 the	 important	 areas	 of	 environmental	
sustainability,	 mental	 health,	 homelessness,	 autism,	
and	leadership.		

Friday	 evening	 will	 be	 the	 opening	 event	 of	 the	
conference,	when	delegates	will	have	 the	opportunity	
to	meet	fellow	delegates	in	the	relaxed	atmosphere	of	
the	Wembley	Golf	Club.	The	evening	takes	the	form	of	
a	 speed	 networking	 event	 whilst	 socialising	 over	
cocktails	and	canapés.		

Some	of	 the	Conference	Keynote	 speakers	 and	 topics	
are:	

Environmental	 sustainability	 -	 Patricia	 Armstrong:		an	
educator	 for	 sustainability	 and	 Australian	 director	 for	
Rotarian	Environmental	Sustainability	Action	Group.		

Rotary	District	Conference	2020 
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Homelessness	 -	 Amanda	 Hunt,	CEO	 of	 Uniting	 Care	
West	 is	 a	 passionate	 leader	 in	 WA	 addressing	 the	
problems	of	homelessness	across	our	state.	

Mental	Health	 -	 Lorna	Hirsch,	State	Manager	of	 Living	
Works	Australia	for	WA,	 SA	 and	 the	NT,	will	 provide	 a	
workshop	on	Suicide,	Hope	and	Healing.	

Autism	 –	 Professor	 Andrew	Whitehouse	 is	 nationally	
and	internationally	renowned	for	his	work	with	Autism	
and	 currently	 is	 a	 lead	 researcher	 at	 the	 Telethon	
Institute	for	Child	Research,	amongst	many	other	roles	
in	the	field.			

Leadership	 -	 PDG	 John	 Prendegast	 is	 a	 past	 district	
governor,	 Rotary	 International	 trainer	 and	 has	 held	
many	leadership	roles	in	Rotary	since	joining	in	1994.		

The	 conference	 dinner	 will	 be	 held	 in	 the	 100	 Acres	
Restaurant	 in	 the	 beautiful	 setting	 of	 the	 Wembley	
Golf	Club	on	Saturday	night.		

For	 more	 information,	 go	
to	https://www.rotaryconference9455.org.au/	

The	conference	is	a	value	for	money	event,	with	prices	
starting	at	$190.00.		

 

UN	Observances	
February	
6.	International	Day	of	Zero	Tolerance	to	Female	
Genital	Mutilation	
10.	World	Pulses	Day	
11.	International	Day	of	Women	and	Girls	in	Science	
13.	World	Radio	Day	
20.	World	Day	of	Social	Justice		
21.	International	Mother	Language	Day	
	
March	
1.	Zero	Discrimination	Day	
3.	World	Wildlife	Day	
8.	International	Women's	Day	
20.	International	Day	of	Happiness		
20.	French	Language	Day	
 

March	
21.	International	Day	for	the	Elimination	of	Racial	
Discrimination	
21.	World	Poetry	Day	
21.	World	Down	Syndrome	Day		
21.	International	Day	of	Forests	
22.	World	Water	Day	
23.	World	Meteorological	Day	
24.	World	Tuberculosis	Day		
24.	International	Day	for	the	Right	to	the	Truth	
concerning	Gross	Human	Rights	Violations	and	for	the	
Dignity	of	Victims	
25.	International	Day	of	Remembrance	of	the	Victims	
of	Slavery	and	the	Transatlantic	Slave	Trade	
25.	International	Day	of	Solidarity	with	Detained	and	
Missing	Staff	Members	
	


