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With	 the	 end	 of	 the	 year	 just	 around	 the	 corner	
it's	a	pleasure	to	be	able	to	look	back	and	see	how	
much	has	been	accomplished	by	all	the	volunteers	
who	 have	 supported	 the	 UNAAWA	 with	
professionalism	 and	 dedication,	 and	 ensured	 the	
success	 of	 the	many	 events	and	 programmes	we	
have	run	this	year.	Thank	you	all.		
In	 the	 last	 quarter	 alone	 we	 were	 treated	 to	 a	
truly	 successful	 and	 inspiring	 celebration	 of	 the	
United	Nations	and	its	values	during	the	2019	Gala	
Evening	 at	 the	 Duxton	 Hotel	 Perth	 on	 25th	
October.	We	had	a	fantastic	turnout	representing	
the	best	of	Western	Australia	with	participants	of	
all	 ages	 and	 backgrounds.	 I'd	 like	 to	 take	 this	
opportunity	 to	 thank	 once	 again	 all	 the	
volunteers,	especially	Organising	Committee	Chair	
Teresa	 Garbo	 Lee	 and	 the	 members	 of	 the	
team,	without	whom	this	memorable	event	would	
not	have	happened.	Congratulations	also	to	all	our	
award-winning	 local	 champions	 for	 the	 impact	
they've	made	in	our	community.	

It	being	2019,	we	commemorate	the	centenary	of	
the	International	Labour	Organisation	(ILO),	which	
has	advocated	 for	decent	work	 and	 social	 justice	
for	 100	 years	 now.	 So	 much	 that	 we	 take	 for	
granted	 today,	 from	weekends	 to	 the	 eight	 hour	
working	 day,	 the	 minimum	 working	 age	
and	protections	 for	 pregnant	 or	 vulnerable	
workers,	exist	because	of	the	 ILO.	These	rights	 in	

From	the	President	
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the	 world	 of	 work,	 and	 many	 more,	 still	 matter	
today	 and	 are	 a	 daily	 reminder	 of	 the	 critical	
importance	 of	 the	 multilateral	 system	 and	the	
UN	Sustainable	 Development	 Goals,	 and	 we	
reaffirm	 our	 commitment	 to	 them	 in	 order	 to	
create	a	better	world	for	everyone.	
Our	 planning	 for	 2020	 is	 well	 underway,	 and	 I'm	
excited	 to	 be	 able	 to	 soon	 share	 our	 calendar	 of	
events	for	next	year.	You	can	all	look	forward	to	a	
year	 packed	 full	 of	 events	 that	 will	 not	 only	
inspire,	inform,	and	educate	our	fellow	Australians	
as	 to	 the	 work	 and	 values	 of	 the	 UN,	 but	 also	
entertain	 you.	 Keep	 an	 eye	 out	 on	 our	 social	
media	 accounts	 and	 our	 web	 page	 for	 more	
details.	
Finally,	 I'd	 like	 to	welcome	 all	 our	 new	members	
who've	joined	us	since	our	last	newsletter.	You	all	
have	a	role	to	play	 in	advocating	for	 the	UN,	and	
any	 help	 you	 can	 provide	 us	 will	 always	 be	
appreciated.	Additionally,	if	you	have	any	ideas	or	
suggestions	for	activities	or	goals	that	you	believe	
the	UNAAWA	 should	 support,	 please	 feel	 free	 to	
reach	out	to	me	at	wapres@unaa.org.au.	None	of	
the	work	our	organisation	does	would	be	possible	
without	 your	 involvement	 and	 that	 of	 all	 our	
members,	 supporters	 and	 volunteers,	 so	 I	 also	
want	 to	 once	 again	 thank	 you	 for	 all	 you	 have	
achieved	 in	2019.	We	 look	 forward	 to	 continuing	
this	journey	in	2020	and	in	the	meantime	wish	you	
a	truly	wonderful	end	to	the	year.	
Dr Sandy Chong 	
UNAAWA President 

UN Day Organising Committee Members. Photo: Cloud9Projects  
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On	 Friday	 25th	 October,	 UNAAWA	 celebrated	 United	
Nations	 Day	 with	 its	 2019	 Gala	 Evening	 at	 the	 Duxton	
Hotel	Perth.	With	a	fantastic	turnout	of	250	participants,	
the	 evening	 celebrated	 the	 anniversary	 of	 UN	 Day	 by	
recognising	 local	 champions	 who	 are	 making	 impact	 in	
the	 areas	 of	 Human	 Rights,	 Environment,	 Gender	
Equality,	 Education	 and	 Young	 Professionals.	 The	 2019	
Gala	 also	 commemorated	 the	 centenary	 of	 the	
International	 Labour	 Organisation	 (ILO),	 which	 has	
advocated	for	the	power	of	people	and	the	importance	of	
work	since	1919.		
UNAAWA	President	Dr	Sandy	Chong	opened	the	evening	
with	 her	 remarks	 on	 UN	 Day	 and	 ILO.	 ““I	 am	 proud	 of	
everyone	 who	 came	 together	 to	 celebrate	 UN	 day	 this	
year,	 and	 to	 remember	 why	 the	 ILO	 was	 created	 100	
years	ago,”	she	said.	“Imagine	a	world	with	no	weekends,	
no	eight-hour	working	day,	no	minimum	working	age	and	
no	protection	 for	pregnant	or	vulnerable	workers.	That’s	
the	 workplace	 we	 might	 have	 faced	 if	 the	 ILO	 did	 not	
exist.	That	is	why	it	still	matters	today,	and	the	UNAAWA	
will	continue	to	offer	its	support	for	the	ILO	and	the	UN's	
Sustainable	 Development	 Goals	 in	 order	 to	 create	 a	
better	world	for	everyone.”		

The	evening	continued	with	keynote	speeches	from	West	
Coast	Eagles	AFLW	Player	Dana	Hooker	 and	Member	 for	
Mount	 Lawley	 Simon	 Millman,	 who	 represented	 WA	
Premier	Mark	McGowan	and	Minister	Paul	Papalia.	Simon	
Millman	spoke	about	the	importance	of	safe	workplaces,	
fair	 conditions	 and	 better	 pay	 in	 the	 workplace	
worldwide,	 and	emphasised	 that	modern	 slavery	has	 no	
place	 in	 the	world,	 as	 all	 people	 should	 be	employed	 in	
dignity,	 safety	 and	 freedom.	 The	 night’s	 entertainment	
was	 provided	 by	 “Australia’s	 Wunderkind	 Organist”	
Alessandro	 Pittorino	 and	 singer-songwriter	 Ezereve.	 The	
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vibe	 of	 the	 night	 was	 great,	 with	 UNAAWA	 School	
Programs	Director	Rees	Barrett	stating	“it	was	superb!	A	
wonderful	climax	for	a	memorable	year.”		

The	UN	Day	Gala	is	a	chance	to	celebrate	the	community	
spirit	 of	 the	UNAAWA	2019	Award	 Finalists.	 The	Human	
Rights	 Award	 recognises	 those	 in	 the	 WA	 community	
who	seek	to	achieve	public	inclusion,	bring	awareness	to	
social	issues	and	minimise	the	social	impacts	and	negative	
stigma	that	surround	minority	groups.	This	was	awarded	
to	 the	 Foundation	 for	 Indigenous	 Sustainable	 Health	
(FISH),	 an	 organisation	 whose	 mission	 is	 to	 break	 the	
cycle	of	generational	trauma,	poverty	and	engagement	in	
the	justice	system	for	Aboriginal	people	and	enable	them	
to	be	valued	by	and	able	to	positively	contribute	to	their	
community.	The	Centre	for	Asylum	Seekers,	Refugees	and	
Detainees	 (CARAD)	 and	 West	 Coast	 Eagles	 Academies	
were	finalists	in	this	category.		
The	World	Teachers’	Day	Awards	 recognise	outstanding	
programs	 in	Global	Citizenship	Education;	a	practice	that	
develops	understanding	of	the	interconnections	between	
local	and	global	communities	and	empowers	students	 to	
take	action	for	the	common	good.	Tracey	Toovey	from	St	
Mark’s	 Anglican	 Community	 School	 received	 the	 award	
for	 Primary	 Schools.	 In	 her	 role	 as	 Junior	 School	
Sustainability	 Coordinator,	 Tracey	 has	 led	 the	
development	 of	 innovative	 programs	 that	 link	 the	 SDGs	
to	 school	 programs.	 Catherine	 MacDougall,	 a	 Home	
Economics	teacher	from	Cyril	Jackson	Senior	Campus,	was	
awarded	 in	 the	 Secondary	 School	 category.	 Catherine	
empowers	 students	 to	 connect	 to	 their	 community	
through	food.	
Continued on page 4 

West Coast Eagles AFLW Player Dana Hooker gives a keynote 
speech. All photos by Cloud9Projects 

UN Day attendees  
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Continued from page 3 
These	 initiatives	 include	 5000	 Meals	 and	 the	 annual	
Kinjarling	Djinda	Ngardak	program,	which	brings	together	
Indigenous	 students	 from	 across	 the	 state	 to	work	with	
chefs	 and	 local	 elders	 in	 creating	 an	 Australian	 food	
culture	experience.		

The	Gender	 Equality	 Award	 recognises	 local	 individuals	
or	 organisations	 that	 demonstrate	 an	 outstanding	
contribution	 to	 the	 promotion	 of	 gender	 equality.	 This	
was	 awarded	 to	 Marissa	 Verma,	 who	 is	 the	 Managing	
Director	 of	 Bindi	 Bindi	 Dreaming,	 an	 Aboriginal	 family	
owned	 and	 operated	 business	 that	 provides	 Aboriginal	
women	of	all	ages	access	to	educational	workshops.			
The	Environmental	 Action	 Award	 recognises	 individuals	
or	 organisations	 that	 have	 made	 an	 outstanding	
contribution	 to	 the	protection	 and/or	 restoration	of	 the	
environment,	 as	 well	 as	 those	 that	 contribute	 to	 the	
awareness	 of	 environmental	 issues	 to	 further	 the	 SDGs.	
This	 year,	 the	 award	 was	 given	 to	 Stirling	 Natural	
Environment	 Coastcare	 (SNEC),	 a	 community	 group	 of	
volunteers	 with	 a	 passion	 to	 conserve,	 protect	 and	
promote	 natural	 resource	 management	 of	 the	 City	 of	
Stirling’s	coastal	reserves.		
The	Young	 Professionals	WA	Award	 is	 dedicated	 to	 the	
SDGs	that	aim	 to	achieve	a	better	 and	more	sustainable	
future	 for	 all.	 This	 was	 awarded	 to	 the	 author,	
philanthropist,	 inspirational	 speaker	 and	 social	 change	
maker	Nkandu	Beltz.	Nkandu	has	worked	 in	the	non-for-
profit	 sector	 for	 more	 than	 15	 years	 and	 has	
demonstrated	 her	 passion	 in	 many	 roles	 and	
achievements,	 including	 in	 her	 involvement	 with	 the	
G200	Association,	 Save	 the	Children	and	UNAA.	 She	has	
also	trained	as	a	peer	educator	by	the	Botswana	National	
Youth	Council	and	as	a	peer	councillor	in	matters	relating	

UNAAWA President Dr Sandy Chong with VIP guests Rotary 
Club District Governor Graham Peden and Chung Wah 
Association Vice-President and Immediate Past President Jiping 
Zuo and Ding Shao Ping.  
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to	HIV	and	AIDS.		
The	children’s	book	‘Fairy	Tales	for	a	Fairer	World’,	which	
re-thinks	 traditional	 tales	 to	 reflect	 today’s	 global	
challenges	and	SDGs,	was	launched	at	the	Gala.	The	book	
was	 well	 received	 and	 raised	 over	 $1300	 toward	 the	
continuing	work	of	UNAAWA.		
In	reflecting	on	the	night,	UN	Day	2019	Committee	Chair	
Teresa	 Garbo	 Lee	 said	 “The	UN	Day	 gala	 event	 is	more	
than	 an	 evening	 of	 joy	 and	 photo	 opportunities.	 It	 is	 a	
time	of	 recognition,	reflection	and	reaffirmation.	As	 long	
as	we	continue	to	put	UNAAWA’s	agenda	ahead	of	us,	we	
will	make	a	real	impact	together.”	
A	 big	 thank	 you	must	 be	 given	 to	 the	 Gala’s	 sponsors	 –	
the	 night	 would	 not	 have	 been	 possible	 without	 them.	
Thank	 you	 Rotary	 of	 Perth,	 West	 Coast	 Eagles,	
Lotterywest,	 Voyager	 Estate	 Margaret	 River,	 Duxton	
Hotel	 Perth,	Aalst	Wilmar,	Association	 for	Human	Rights	
and	Social	Justices	WA,	the	State	School	Teachers’	Union	
of	 WA	 (SSTUWA),	 the	 Independent	 Education	 Union	 of	
Australia	WA	Branch,	Fogarty	Wine	Group,	3drops,	Hyatt	
Regency	 Hotel,	 Maison	 Alainh	 Fine	 Wine	 Consultancy,	
COMO	The	Treasury,	and	Sandalford.		
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I	 attended	 the	 Remembrance	 Day	 Commemoration	
Service	at	State	House	Kings	Park	Memorial	recognising	
the	 end	 of	 WW1.	 As	 with	 tradition	 by	 invitation	 I	
represented	UNAAWA	and	had	 the	honour	 to	place	 a	
wreath	of	remembrance	on	behalf	of	our	organisation.		
Turning	 the	 clock	 back	 101	 years	 we	 endeavour	 to	
reconcile	 reasoning	 the	 tragic	 loss	 of	 life	 and	 conflict	
that	 persisted	 over	 four	 brutal	 years	 over	 a	 century	
passed	on	bloodstained	war	fields	in	European,	French	
Belgium	 Western	 Fronts	 at	 Fromelles,	 Pozieres,	
Bullecourt,	Polygon,	Passchendaele,	Viller-Bretonneux,	
Le	 Hamel	 and	 other	 theatres	 of	 war,	 notably	 the	
ANZACs	 at	 Gallipoli	 are	 always	 solemnly	 remembered	
where	our	Australian	Soldiers	served	with	valour.		

History	–	From	the	War	Archives	
At	 5am	 on	 11th	 November	 1918,	 three	 German	
Government	 representatives	 accepted	 the	 Armistice	
terms	 presented	 to	 them	 by	 an	 allied	 commander,	
General	Foch	of	the	French	Army.	The	demands	of	the	
Armistice	included	the	withdrawal	of	German	forces	to	
the	east	bank	of	 the	Rhine	within	30	days,	 immediate	
cessation	of	warfare	and	surrender	of	the	German	fleet	
and	 all	 heavy	 guns	 with	 no	 further	 negotiations	 until	
the	signing	of	the	peace	treaty.	The	Armistice	became	
effective	 at	 11am	 the	 same	 day,	 and	 as	 the	 guns	 fell	
silent	on	the	Western	Front	in	France	and	Belgium	four	
years	of	hostilities	ended.		
Observation	of	Silence	at	11am	on	11th	November	
As	 a	 mark	 of	 respect	 to	 those	 who	 have	 died	 and	
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suffered,	 people	 in	 Australia	 are	 encouraged	 to	 stop	
what	they	are	doing	at	11am	to	observe	one	minute’s	
silence	and	reflect	on	the	loss	and	suffering	caused	by	
war.	The	idea	of	observing	a	period	of	silence	was	first	
proposed	 by	 Melbourne	 journalist	 Edward	 George	
Honey,	who	proposed	a	 period	of	 silence	 for	 national	
remembrance	 in	 a	 letter	 published	 in	 the	 London	
Evening	News	on	8th	May	1919.	The	suggestion	came	
to	 the	 attention	 of	 King	 George	 V.	 After	 testing	 the	
practicality	 of	 five	 minutes’	 silence	 -	 a	 trail	 was	 held	
with	 five	 Grenadier	 Guardsmen	 standing	 to	 attention	
for	 the	silence	 -	the	King	 issued	a	proclamation	on	7th	
November	1919,	which	called	for	two-minute	silence.	
Significance	of	Poppies	
Red	poppies	are	often	worn	on	Remembrance	Day.	The	
tradition	has	 its	 origins	 in	 a	 poem	written	 in	 1915	 by	
Lieutenant	Colonel	John	McCrae,	a	doctor	in	the	Royal	
Canadian	 Medical	 Corps.	 Lieutenant	 Colonel	 McCrea	
noticed	that,	despite	the	devastation	caused	by	war	to	
towns,	 farms	 and	 forests,	 thousands	 of	 small	 red	
poppies	 began	 growing	 everywhere	 in	 Spring.	 This	
inspired	is	Poem	In	Flanders	Fields. 	
Significance	of	Rosemary	
Traditionally,	sprigs	of	rosemary	are	worn	on	Anzac	day	
and	 sometimes	 on	 Remembrance	 Day.	 Rosemary	 is	 a	
herb	 that	 is	 usually	 added	 to	 cooking,	 however,	 since	
ancient	 times	 the	 herb	 has	 been	 believed	 to	 have	
properties	 to	 improve	 the	 memory.	 Perhaps	 for	 this	
reason,	rosemary	became	an	emblem	of	remembrance	
in	ancient	folklore.	Rosemary	is	now	worn	as	a	symbol	
of	 remembrance	 and	 has	 particular	 significance	 for	
Australians	as	 it	 is	 found	growing	wild	on	the	Gallipoli	
peninsula.		
The	Unknown	Australian	Soldier	
Twentieth	 century	 warfare	 resulted	 in	 millions	 of	
unknown	 dead	 resting	 in	 unknown	 graves.	 Of	
Australia’s	 war	 dead	 from	WWI	 and	 WWII,	 35	 527	 -	
about	35	per	cent	-	have	no	identified	grave.	They	are	
commemorated	 on	 Memorials	 to	 the	 Missing.	 The	
names	 of	many	 Australians	 who	 died	 in	WWI	 appear	
on	memorials	 along	 the	Western	 Front,	 including	 the	
names	of	about	18	000	men	of	the	Australian	Imperial	
Force	with	‘no	known	grave’.	
In	Memorial	Memory		
Never	were	so	many	 lives	 lost	 in	 the	name	of	duty	 to	
king	 and	 country	 on	 European	 hostile	 soils,	 once	
peaceful	fields,	and	in	distant	harsh	deserts	of	
Continued on page 6		

Remembrance	Day	2019	Commemorative	Service	

Source [both photos]: Joseph Caruso  
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Continued from page 5 
Beersheba	 El	 Alamein	 in	 North	 Africa	 where	 the	
Australian	light	horse	charge	proved	victorious,	all	now	
lay	 silently	 sleeping	 in	 lands	 distant	 from	 their	
Australian	homeland.		
This	 war	 witnessed	 62	 000	 Australian	 soldiers	 losing	
their	lives	in	the	treacherous	battles	of	countries	of	the	
Middle	East,	Gallipoli	and	European	Western	Front.		
From	history,	we	recall	the	disaster	of	1915	at	Gallipoli	
landing	 in	 which	 ANZAC	 loss	 of	 life	 is	 solemnly	
remembered.	 The	 post-war	 sounds,	 illness,	 physical	
impairment	and	physiological	mental	trauma	still	carry	
the	 human	 scars	 into	 this	 present	 day.	 WA	 historian	
Geoffrey	Bolton	writes	“Recruitment	of	Soldiers	began	
in	1914	to	enlist	1400	recruits	in	fact.	Three	times	that	
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number	 came	 forward	 on	 the	 first	 day;	 WA	 re-
enlistments	 recruitment	 was	 higher	 than	 the	 rest	 of	
Australia,	 due	 to	 more	 single	 men	 from	 severe	
drought.	Young	 farmers	 leaving	 the	 land	was	all	most	
10	per	cent	of	Western	Australia’s	population.	32	231	
in	all	were	enlisted	in	WWI.”	
In	closing	with	respectful	honour,	dignity	and	humane	
reflections	we	must	never	elevate	war	 and	conflict	 to	
pedestals	of	‘just	a	historical	calendar	event’	scribed	in	
the	 faded	 journals	 and	 mist	 of	 history,	 rather	 we	
commemorate	 the	 supreme	 sacrifices	 that	 the	names	
etched	on	the	epitaphs	of	all	war	memorials,	and	those	
unmarked	 in	 silent	 graves	 live	 in	 our	 hearts	 and	
invigorate	a	mission	of	peace.	
As	 we	 unify	 ambassadors	 for	 peace,	 there	 has	 never	
been	a	more	 challenging	moment	 to	continue	 the	UN	
march	 for	 harmony	 in	 an	 engulfed	 world	 of	 conflict	
with	 the	 touch	 of	 external	 flame	 to	 pursue	 serene	
harmonious	 world	 in	 which	 we	 all	 have	 a	 role	 to	
promote	peace.	
Finally	let	us	not	forget	the	non-infantry,	our	war	front	
battle	heroes	 in	the	North	Africa	deserts	 in	which	130	
000	horses	 perished	 as	 recorded	 in	 Banjo	 Patterson’s	
“The	 Last	 Parade”,	 as	well	 as	 the	 nurses	 and	 doctors	
that	 provided	 medical	 life	 support	 that	 is	 often	 not	
recognised.	
Sincerely	a	day	of	supreme	remembrance,	
Joseph Caruso  
UNAAWA International Global Representative 

Environment	Committee	

1

The	last	few	months	have	been	monumental	for	the	
future	 of	 our	 relationship	 with	 the	 natural	
environment,	 and	 we	 are	 proud	 to	 stand	 in	 unity	
with	 the	 brave	Australians	young	 and	old	making	 a	
difference.	 The	 Global	 #ClimateStrike	 on	 20th	
September	 saw	 thousands	 of	 passionate	 advocates	
declaring	a	climate	emergency.	The	next	generation	
is	 urging	 for	 climate	 action	 and	 based	 on	 the	
confronting	climate	projections	as	close	as	2030,	we	
hope	that	we	can	band	together	now	to	do	our	part	
in	 forwarding	 the	 SDGs	 for	 a	 chance	 at	 a	 better	
future.		
Continued on page 7 Climate Strike in Forrest Place, Perth on 20th September. 

Photo: Caroline Perks 
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The	UN	Day	Awards	 of	 2019	 showcased	 some	of	
these	very	special	Australians	making	a	difference	
here	 in	 Perth,	 and	 we	 are	 proud	 to	 share	 their	
stories	 with	 the	 UNAAWA.	 The	 Environmental	
Action	 Award	 recognises	 individuals	 or	
organisations	 that	 have	 made	 an	 outstanding	
contribution	 to	 the	 protection/restoration	 of	 the	
environment	 and/or	 contribution	 to	 the	
awareness	of	environmental	 issues	 to	further	 the	
SDGs.	From	individuals	to	local	councils,	we	had	a	
vast	number	 of	applications	 for	 the	Award	which	
each	 deserve	 to	 be	 recognised	 and	 thanked	 for	
their	 outstanding	 contribution	 to	 our	 natural	
environment.		
Congratulations	 to	 our	 deserving	 winner	 of	 the	
2019	Environmental	Action	Award,	Stirling	Natural	
Environment	Coastcare	(SNEC).	SNEC	is	a	group	of	
community	volunteers	with	a	passion	to	conserve,	
protect	 and	 promote	 natural	 resource	
management	 within	 the	 City	 of	 Stirling’s	 6.8	 km	
strip	 of	 coastal	 reserves.	 These	 passionate	
volunteers	 have	 established	 an	 innovative	
baseline	methodology	 to	measure	 the	 ecological,	
economic	 and	 social	 effectiveness	 of	 the	
protection	 and	 restoration	 of	 the	 natural	
environment	along	 the	 coastline,	 which	 has	
provided	 exemplary	 leadership	 in	 mentoring	
others	 who	 are	 now	 adopting	 this	 approach.	 So	
much	 so	 that	 it	 is	 now	 promoted	 to	 the	 wider	
local,	national	and	international	communities	as	a	
case	 study	 of	 best	 practice	 for	 the	 International	
Union	for	the	Conservation	of	Nature	Ecosystems	
and	 Invasive	 Species	 Thematic	 Group	 Theme	
Ecosystems	and	Invasive	Species.	
Their	 leadership	 and	 conscious	 drive	 to	 conserve	
our	 natural	 environment	 in	 WA	 is	 both	
inspirational	and	monumental	to	the	current	state	
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of	the	Stirling	coastal	reserves.	Congratulations	to	
SNEC	 Convenor	 Rae	 Kolb	 and	 every	 one	 of	 the	
volunteers	 that	 has	 contributed	 to	 the	 positive	
work	 of	 SNEC.	 This	 fantastic	 UNAAWA	 platform	
has	 enabled	 us	 to	 give	 recognition	 to	 the	 hard	
working	volunteer	groups,	like	SNEC,	who	are	the	
true	 enablers	 of	 positive	 environmental	 impacts	
within	 our	 communities.	 Congratulations	 to	 our	
finalists	for	the	2019	Environmental	Action	Award,	
Fostering	and	Assistance	 for	Wildlife	Needing	Aid	
(FAWNA)	 and	 Narc	 Dive	 Club	 –	 NARC	 Land	 &	
Underwater	Cleanup.	
Melissa Arias  
Environment Committee Communication Lead 

UNAAWA Environment Committee Members at the UN Day Gala 
(L to R): Patrick Ilot, Melissa Arias, Amanda Elizabeth, Sonja 
Kuzich and Cristina Silva, with Rae & Walter Kolb from SNEC. 

Stirling Natural Environmental Coastcare (SNEC). Photo: SNEC 
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The	Gender	 Equality	 Committee	
has	 had	 many	 irons	 in	 the	 fire	
these	 last	 few	 weeks.	 With	 UN	
Day	 on	 25th	 October	 keeping	
every	 corner	 of	 the	 UNAAWA	
abuzz,	 most	 of	 October	 was	

spent	 preparing	 for	 the	 UN	 Day	 Gala	 held	 at	 the	
Duxton	 Hotel,	 as	 well	 as	 the	 UN	 Day	 Awards.	 The	
awards	 were	 presented	 in	 four	 categories	 -	
education,	 human	 rights,	 environment,	 and	 gender	
equality.	 On	 behalf	 of	 the	 Gender	 Equality	
Committee,	 I	 give	 our	 hearty	 congratulations	 to	 all	
four	recipients	of	the	award.	Our	category’s	winner,	
Marissa	 Verma	 of	 the	 Aboriginal	 owned	 and	 run	
organisation	 Bindi	 Bindi	 Dreaming,	 is	 a	 well	
deserving	 beneficiary	 of	 recognition	 for	 her	 part	 in	
advocating	 equality	 in	 the	Aboriginal	 community	 in	
particular.	 Marissa’s	 work	 with	 Indigenous	 women	
and	girls	within	and	without	Bindi	Bindi	Dreaming	is	
exemplary	and	we	are	proud	to	offer	commendation	
for	 her	 efforts.	 To	 learn	 more	 about	 Marissa	 and	
Bindi	Bindi	Dreaming,	go	here.			

	
On	 20th	 October,	 the	 Gender	 Equality	 Committee	
helped	to	represent	the	UNAAWA	at	Family	Fun	Day,	
run	 by	 Meerlinga	 at	 Whiteman	 Park.	 It	 was	 a	
perfectly	 clear	 and	 sunny	 Sunday,	 brimming	 with	
families	 of	 all	 shapes	 and	 sizes	 participating	 in	
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everything	 the	 community	 had	 to	 offer.	 As	 well	 as	
being	a	great	day	out	with	 the	 family,	 it	was	also	a	
perfect	 opportunity	 to	 spread	 messages	 of	 peace,	
equality	 and	 inclusion.	 The	 Gender	 Equality	
Committee	 ran	 a	 colouring-in	 stall,	 in	 which	 the	
children	 could	 paint	 and	 decorate	 their	 handprints	
to	then	be	included	on	a	poster.	We	wanted	to	show	
that	no	matter	what	our	differences	were,	we	could	
all	 come	 together	 and	make	 something	 beautiful	 if	
we	dared.	The	stall	was	not	only	bustling	all	day,	but	
every	 child	 left	 it	with	a	 smile	 on	 their	 face,	not	 to	
mention	 the	 small	 bag	 of	 lollies	 decorated	 with	
quotes	of	diversity	and	equality.	We	hope	that	even	
our	brief	moments	in	their	day	inspired	them	to	see	
the	world	as	more	welcoming	than	before.		
In	exciting	news,	 the	Gender	Equality	Committee	 is	
facilitating	the	panel	event	Equality	for	Safety	on	4th	
December	 from	 5:30-7:30pm	 at	 Claisebrook	
Lotteries	 House	 in	 East	 Perth.	 This	 event	 will	 be	 a	
forum	 in	which	domestic	 violence	can	be	discussed	
in	a	 safe	and	educational	environment.	Equality	 for	
Safety	will	share	 insight,	strategy,	policy	and	stories	
of	 survival	 to	 inspire	 attendees	 to	 support	 and	
advocate	 for	 a	 safe	 and	 equal	 community.	 Tickets	
are	$10	for	members	and	$15	for	non-members	and	
can	be	purchased	through	Humanitix	here.			
Tahlia Hudson-Campbell 
Gender Equality Committee Communications 
Coordinator 

Gender Equality Committee at Family Fun Day. Photo: Tahlia 
Hudson-Campbell  

UN Day Gender Equality Award finalists and winner (L to R): 
Nanwen Souness, Marissa Verma, Jan Cooper, Hannah Brown. 
Photo: Cloud9Projects 
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Positive	Globalism:	Learning	with	Head,	Hand	and	Heart		

1

Research	 evidence	 shows	 that	
student	 agency	 and	 empowerment	
have	 a	 positive	 impact	 on	 their	
wellbeing	 and	 attitude	 to	 learning.	
Far	 from	 making	 students	 'overly	
anxious',	 using	 SDGs	 as	 the	 vehicle	

for	student	agency	makes	for	Positive	Globalism	as	our	
youngsters	design	and	implement	community	projects.	
It	adds	 the	vital	 ingredient	–	Learning	With	Heart	 -	 to	
the	traditional	modes	of	Head	and	Hand.	
Global	Citizenship	and	Sustainability	
Through	 its	 school	 programs	 developed	 since	 2015,	
UNAAWA	 supports	 teachers	 exploring	 the	 emerging	
fields	 of	 education	 for	 sustainable	 development	 and	
global	 citizenship.	 Inspired	 by	 the	 philosophy	 of	 the	
1996	UNESCO	report	Learning:	The	Treasure	Within	by	
Jacques	Delors,	our	programs	provide	opportunities	to	
develop	 the	 Four	 Pillars	 of	 Learning	 –	 Learning	 to	
Know,	to	Do,	to	Be	and	to	Live	Together.	
UNAAWA	 was	 recently	 privileged	 to	 contribute	 to	 a	
research	 paper	 led	 by	 Ian	 Chambers	 from	 Australian	
National	 University,	 titled	 Education	 for	 sustainable	
development:	a	study	in	adolescent	perception	changes	
towards	 sustainability	 following	 a	 strategic	 planning-
based	 intervention	 –	 the	 Young	 Persons’	 Plan	 for	 the	
Planet	 Program.	 The	 paper	 concludes	 that	
"participants	 reported	 a	 significant	 shift	 in	 mindset	
from	 being	 ‘overwhelmed’	 to	 ‘understanding’	 to	
‘empowerment’	 …–	 a	 key	 leverage	 point	 for	 the	
systems	 change	 required	 to	 achieve	 sustainable	
outcomes".	
The	positive	impact	of	Global	Goals	learning	on	school	
student	engagement	and	learning	is	on	show	right	now	
in	our	schools.	Two	inspiring	examples	that	we	recently	
witnessed	 are	 members	 of	 the	 UNAAWA	 Global	
Citizenship	Schools	network.	
Duncraig	SHS	SDG	Presentation	Night	
At	Duncraig	Senior	High	School	we	had	the	privilege	to	
participate	 in	 the	 recent	 Year	 10	 Sustainability	
Presentation	 Night.	 Over	 50	 students	 had	 worked	 in	
small	 teams	 to	 design	 a	 project	 that	 could	 make	 a	
difference	 to	one	or	more	of	the	Global	Goals	 in	their	
local	 community.	 Teams	 pitched	 their	 project	 to	
'critical	friends',	 responded	 to	questions	and	gathered	
constructive	 feedback.	 A	 tangible,	 collective	 buzz	 and	
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excitement	 surrounded	 each	 of	 the	 presentations.	
Lead	 teachers	 Caroline	 Crosbie	 and	 Justine	 Hay	
observed	 that	 through	 diverse	 SDG	 projects	 students	
had	 pursued	 their	 passions,	 developed	 empathy	 for	
others	 and	 spread	 awareness	 of	 the	 Global	 Goals	
across	 the	 school	 community.	 "Through	 the	 focus	 on	
reflection,	 students	 also	 learned	 a	 lot	 about	
themselves	 and	 what	 makes	 for	 effective	 design	 and	
implementation."	
Kayla,	 a	 member	 of	 the	 Greenbatch	 project	 team,	
reflected	on	her	learning	"valuable	life	skills,	 initiative,	
resilience,	persistence,	leading,	working	in	the	team	to	
make	 things	 happen	 and	 how	 to	 influence	 others	 to	
change	their	mindset	on	plastic	recycling."	

St	Mark's	ACS	Production:	This	Is	Our	World	
The	 power	 of	 Learning	 With	 Heart	 through	 the	 Arts	
was	 powerfully	 evident	 in	 This	 Is	 Our	World	 -	 the	 St	
Mark's	 Anglican	 Community	 School	 Junior	 School	
Production	 based	 on	 the	 Global	 Goals.	 Over	 70	
students	used	music,	dance,	and	literary,	dramatic	and	
visual	arts	to	convey	their	passion	for	the	future.	Their	
message	to	parents	and	friends:	"Actions	of	committed	
citizens	harmonised	 through	 the	SDGs	will	 change	the	
world!	 The	 greatest	 threat	 to	 our	 planet	 is	 the	 belief	
that	someone	else	will	save	 it."	The	 full	cast	rendition	
of	the	Global	Goals	Rap,	created	by	four	students	and	
first	 performed	 at	 the	 2018	 UNAAWA	 Student	
Parliament,	provided	a	fitting	and	emotional	climax.	
Rees & Anne Barrett  
UNAAWA Education Reference Group 

St Mark's students sending a powerful message on citizen action for 
positive globalism. Source: St Mark’s Anglican Community School 
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2019	Peace	Day	Celebration:	Building	a	Peace	Culture		

1

Fremantle	Town	Hall	was	the	place	to	be	on	Sunday	
22nd	 September	 as	 UNAAWA	 led	 a	 community	
celebration	of	the	International	Day	of	Peace.	Across	
the	 generations	 we	 spoke,	 sang	 and	 danced	 for	 a	
culture	of	peace.	
Partners	in	Peace	Fair	
Ten	 partner	 organisations	 provided	 activities	 and	
information	telling	the	story	of	their	contribution	to	a	
culture	 of	 peace.	 Our	 thanks	 to	 Alternatives	 to	
Violence,	 Australian	 Baha'i	 Community,	 International	
Campaign	 to	 Abolish	 Nuclear	 Weapons,	 Mayors	 for	
Peace	and	City	of	Fremantle,	Medical	Association	for	
the	 Prevention	 of	 War,	 One	 World	 Centre,	 Peace	
Crane	Project,	Psychologists	for	Peace,	Rotary	Path	to	
Peace	 Project,	 Universal	 Great	 Brotherhood	 Science	
of	 Living,	 and	 the	 UNAAWA	 Gender	 Equality	 and	
Education	 Committees	 for	 their	 generous	
contributions	to	the	Partners	in	Peace	Fair.	
Right	to	Peace	Ceremony	
Our	 ceremony	 celebrated	 the	 voices	 of	 youth,	
supported	 by	 their	 elders.	 Hannah	 Arendt	 defined	
wisdom	 as	 "a	 loving	 concern	 for	 the	 future	 of	 the	
world"	 and	 it	 was	 amply	 demonstrated	 across	 the	
generations.	 Fremantle	 Mayor	 Brad	 Pettitt	 and	
recently	 elected	 UNAAWA	 President	 Sandy	 Chong	
set	the	scene	for	an	inspiring	activity.	
Recognition	 of	 school	 and	 student	 winners	 in	 the	
2019	 Yolande	 Frank	 Art	 Awards	 and	 Global	 Goals	
Challenge	 underlined	 the	 foundation	 for	 peace	
provided	 by	 human	 rights/responsibilities	 and	
sustainable	 development.	 Student	 speakers	 from	
Mercedes	 College	 and	 John	 Curtin	 College	 of	 the	
Arts	 joined	 with	 Manita	 Beskow	 to	 provide	 their	
perspectives	on	peace.	
Communal	 singing	 of	 the	 Australian	 multicultural	
refrain	We	 Are	 One	 But	 We	 Are	 Many	 led	 by	 the	
Active	Hope	Group	and	musicians	from	Churchlands	
Senior	 High	 School	 provided	 a	 heart-warming	
highlight.	The	words	of	Imagine	served	to	remind	us	
that	 through	 the	 UN,	 nationalism	 and	 globalism	
work	 together	 for	 peace	 and	 do	 not	 have	 to	 be	
mutually	 exclusive	 as	 some	 leaders	 wish	 us	 to	
believe.	
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Beloved	 elder	 and	 peace	 activist	 Jo	 Vallentine	 led	
the	 joyful	 climax	as	 audience	members	 cleared	 the	
Hall	 and	 joined	 hands	 to	 learn	 the	 uplifting	 Elm	
Dance.	
2019	Yolande	Frank	Art	Awards	
Each	year	 since	 2010,	UNAAWA	has	 conducted	 the	
Art	 Awards	 in	 memory	 of	 long-time	 member	 and	
survivor	of	the	Holocaust,	Yolande	Frank,	who	had	a	
passion	 to	 ensure	 that	 children	 understood	 the	
importance	of	human	rights	and	 responsibilities	 for	
global	 peace.	 Up	 to	 four	 entries	 from	 each	 school	
are	judged	on	originality	and	effectiveness	in	visually	
communicating	 a	 selected	 Human	 Right.	 We	 are	
grateful	 for	 the	 time	 and	 expertise	 generously	
shared	by	the	members	of	our	judging	panel:	Diana	
Warnock	(Patron	Friends	of	Perth	 International	Arts	
Festival),	 Shaheen	 Hughes	 (CEO,	 Museum	 of	
Freedom	 and	 Tolerance),	 Christopher	 and	 Sue	
Ledger	 (Community	 Artists).	 Diana	 has	 been	 a	
member	of	the	judging	panel	over	the	decade	since	
the	Award's	inception.	
2019	 Finalists	 and	 Award	winners	 were	 recognised	
at	 the	 UNAAWA	 Right	 to	 Peace	 Ceremony	 on	 22nd	
September.	 All	 received	 certificates	 recording	 their	
achievement	and	have	given	permission	for	their	art	
to	 be	 included	 in	 the	 2020	 Fundraising	 Calendar,	
which	 is	 now	 available	 for	 purchase.	 The	 finalists	
and	 their	 families	 are	 thrilled	 to	 see	 their	 work	
published	 in	 this	 way.	 See	 page	 11	 for	 details	 on	
how	to	purchase	one	of	only	200	copies	printed.	

The Elm Dance. Photo: Peter Goodall 
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Continued from page 10 
Years	 4	 to	 6:	 Children	 have	 a	 right	 to	 be	 heard	 (UN	
Convention	on	Rights	of	the	Child	Article	12)	Finalists:		
• Carmel	 School	 -	 Aliyah	 Blank,	 Eva	 Doyle	 ('WE	 THE	

PEOPLES'	AWARD)	 	
• Coolbinia	 Primary	 School	 -	 Elliana	 Graikos,	 James	

McGinty	(WINNER)		
• Karrinyup	Primary	School	 -	 	 Charlotte	Hoy	 (HIGHLY	

COMMENDED)	
• Melville	Primary	School	 -	Amelie	Boniwell	and	 Jack	

Rivers		
• Saint	 Simon	Peter	 Catholic	 Primary	 School	 -	 Emma	

McQuillen	and	Sarah	Williams	
Years	 7	 to	 9:	 People	 have	 the	 right	 to	 a	 secret	 and	
equal	 vote	 for	 their	 government	 (Universal	
Declaration	of	Human	Rights	Article	21)	Finalists:		

• Bold	 Park	 Community	 School	 –	 Angus	 Rorrison	
(WINNER)	

• Carmel	School	-	Erica	Schweitzer	('WE	THE	PEOPLES'	
AWARD),	Gila	Kremnizer	

• Divine	Mercy	College	-	Krystel	Mayor		
• Prendiville	Catholic	College	 -	 Jemma	Foley	 (HIGHLY	

COMMENDED),	Zahra	Bryant	
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Years	10	to	12:	Changing	the	World	–	30	Years	of	the	
UN	Convention	on	the	Rights	of	the	Child	Finalists	
• Divine	Mercy	College	-	Allison	Jimena,	Clare	Gibson,	

Samantha	Ebro	('WE	THE	PEOPLES'	AWARD)	
• Fountain	College	-		Mustafa	Ihsan	Sakariya	(HIGHLY	

COMMENDED)	
• Prendiville	 Catholic	 College	 -	 Madison	 Snelling	

(WINNER)	
	

2020	Yolande	Frank	Art	Awards	Fundraising	Calendar		
The	 calendar	 is	 a	 unique	 collection	 of	 the	 voices	 of	
Western	 Australian	 children	 featuring	 artworks	 and	
commentary	of	the	20	finalists,	from	Years	4	to	12,	 in	
the	2019	Yolande	Frank	Art	Awards.	The	dates	for	100	
UN	 Observances	 designed	 to	 stimulate	 student	
curiosity	in	their	world	are	also	included.		
Calendars	can	be	purchased	for	$19.80	(including	GST).	
Funds	 collected	 through	 calendar	 sales	 are	 used	 to	
sustain	 next	 year's	 Yolande	 Frank	 Art	 Awards	 for	
school	students.	
To	 order	 and	 receive	 information	 on	 payment	 and	
distribution	 please	 contact	 Anne	 Barrett	 on	
0404707864	or	email:	gcs@unaa-wa.org.au	
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2019	Global	Goals	Challenge			
Each	 year	UNAAWA	 recognises	 the	work	 of	 schools	 and	 students	 to	 advance	 achievement	 of	 the	 2030	 SDGs.	
Entries	 are	 judged	 according	 to	 their	 degree	of	 Innovation,	 Implementation	 and	 Impact.	 Finalists	 and	Award	
winners	were	recognised	at	the	UNAAWA	Right	to	Peace	Ceremony	on	22nd	September.	

Primary	School	Finalists		
Finalists	 were	 recognised	 for	 projects	 that	 engaged	 primary	 students	 in	 understanding	 the	 Global	 Goals	 and	
planning	and	implementing	an	activity	that	makes	a	difference	to	at	least	one	of	the	Goals	in	their	community.	

WINNER:	Coolbinia	Primary	School	-	Time	to	Take	Action:	Every	Drop,	Every	Tonne	Helps!		
Two	 missions	 were	 planned	 by	 leaders	 at	 the	 UNAAWA	 Student	 Parliaments	 and	 part	 of	 the	 whole-school	
sustainability	 curriculum.	 This	 included	 the	 design	 of	 an	 award-winning	 water	 filter,	 fundraising	 for	 overseas	
communities,	solar	lantern	kits,	tree	planting,	responsible	resource	use	activities	and	community	promotions.	
Westminster	Junior	Primary	School	–	Looking	After	Our	Fascinating	Earth	
Year	2	students	published	a	book	on	SDGs	13,	14,	15	and	17.	They	worked	in	teams	to	research	environmental	
change.	Supported	by	teachers	and	community	volunteers,	students	negotiated	what	they	wanted	to	include	in	
their	book	and	how	it	should	be	illustrated.	They	launched	it	at	Mirrabooka	Library	and	will	distribute	it	to	other	
schools,	libraries	and	the	broader	community.	
John	Wollaston	Anglican	Community	School	-Repurpose	It!	
At	 the	 UNAAWA	 Parliament,	 student	 leaders	 planned	 a	 mission	 to	 recycle	 old	 clothing.	 Back	 at	 school	 they	
negotiated	 ideas	 and	 implementation	 with	 the	 Principal,	 Service	 Manager	 and	 Uniform	 Shop.	 Community	
activities	raised	awareness	of	responsible	consumption	to	reduce	landfill.	
Melville	Primary	School	-Establishing	an	SDG	Mindset	
Student	leaders	have	responsibility	for	school	portfolios.	At	the	UNAAWA	Student	Parliament	ministers	designed	
their	mission	to	align	portfolios	with	SDGs.	When	they	 returned	to	school	 they	informed	other	Year	6	students	
and	implemented	activities	promoting	the	Goals	in	the	school	community.		

Secondary	Student	Finalists		
Secondary	 student	 challenges	 engage	 students	 to	 develop	 their	 own	 solutions	 and	 make	 a	 difference	 to	
Australia's	 implementation	 of	 one	 or	 more	 of	 the	 Goals.	 All	 finalists	 completed	 their	 challenge	 through	 the	
UNAAWA	Global	Citizenship	and	Sustainability	WACE-endorsed	program.		

(L to R): Coolbinia Primary School, Westminster Junior Primary School, John Wollaston Anglican Community School, Melville Primary School 

(L to R): Lifeline, Three Girls Going Green, Whole School Sustainability Focus.  
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2019	Global	Goals	Challenge																																																																			Continued from page 12 

WINNER	Lifeline	-	Aleena	Flack,	Olivia	Donati,	Harry	Brauhart	from	Shenton	College	 
The	students	researched	and	developed	ideas	to	address	the	problem	of	entanglement	in	the	ocean	and	river	caused	
by	 fishing	 line.	 They	 decided	 to	 trial	 the	 use	 of	 dissolvable	 sutures	 as	 fishing	 line.	With	 a	much	 shorter	 lifetime,	 in	
theory	these	sutures	will	reduce	line	entanglement	and	marine	life	death.	The	sutures	were	tested	in	conditions	similar	
to	seawater,	measuring	the	degree	of	stretch	and	 load	they	can	hold,	with	the	view	of	being	actually	used	by	people	
fishing.	The	sutures	were	put	into	a	solution	to	dissolve	them,	though	dissolving	time	in	water	is	slower	than	on	skin.	
Design	process	was	recorded	in	a	blog	and	promotional	video.	
Sonar	 Save	 Education	 -	 Arabella	 Wallwork,	 Yasmyn	 Ware,	 Sarah	 Walters	 from	
Duncraig	Senior	High	School	
Students	designed	a	prototype	of	a	sonar	device	and	an	electromagnetic	transmitter	
to	detect	movement	of	sharks	and	repel	them.	They	sent	the	Sonar	Save	design	idea	
to	 Leo	 Guida,	 a	 senior	 shark	 campaigner,	 so	 that	 it	 may	 become	 a	 real	 solution	 or	
contribute	 to	 other	 innovations.	 Students	 raised	 funds	 for	 the	 Australian	 Marine	
Conservation	 Society	 and	 raised	 public	 awareness	 of	 the	 significance	 of	 sharks	 in	
marine	ecosystems.	
Three	Girls	Going	Green	-	Annika	Luinstra,	Freya	Larchet,	Kayla	Gent	from	Duncraig	
Senior	High	School		
Annika,	 Freya	 and	 Kayla	 surveyed	 students	 and	 identified	 a	 lack	 of	 awareness	 of	
recycling	 in	 the	 community.	 Through	 posters,	 videos	 and	 slideshows,	 they	 raised	
awareness	 in	 the	 school	 community	 of	 the	 importance	 of	 recycling.	 The	 students	
identified	GreenBatch	as	a	recycling	program	that	could	be	introduced	in	their	school,	
and	submitted	a	fundraising	proposal	through	the	school's	Student	Services	Manager.	
The	new	recycling	bin	system	is	currently	up	and	running,	with	large	amounts	of	plastic	and	cans	being	collected.	
Whole	School	Sustainability	Focus	-	Bold	Park	Community	School	
Bold	Park	Community	School	established	a	recycling	centre	for	different	wastes,	an	organic	waste	facility	and	a	school	
wide	collection	system.	Working	with	Nyungar	elders,	they	implemented	the	Herdsman	Lake	area	regeneration	project.	
The	school	integrated	with	existing	events	such	as	the	40-hour	Famine	Backpack	Challenge	and	World	Vision’s	6K	Walk	
for	Water.	They	also	designed	Global	Goals	projects,	 including	Gender	Neutral	Bathrooms,	Food	Bank	Donations	and	
Stop	Poverty.	

Human	Rights	Programme	

International	Year	of	Indigenous	Languages	
The	 UN	 General	 Assembly	 declared	 2019	 as	 the	
International	Year	of	Indigenous	Languages.	IYIL	presents	
an	opportunity	to	reflect	on	some	alarming	statistics:	

• 40	per	cent	of	the	6	700	languages	spoken	around	the	
world	are	endangered.		

• 90	per	 cent	of	Australian	Aboriginal	 and	Torres	 Strait	
Islander	languages	are	endangered.	

• More	 than	 250	 Aboriginal	 and	 Torres	 Strait	 Islander	
languages,	 including	 800	 dialectal	 varieties	 were	
spoken	at	the	time	of	European	settlement	in	1788.	

• Only	 13	 traditional	 Aboriginal	 and	 Torres	 Strait	
Islander	languages	are	still	learned	by	children.		

Source: Australian Government Department of Communications 
and the Arts 



	

	 14	

http://www.unaa.org.au/divisions/western-australia/	

Human	Rights	Programme	

International	Year	of	Indigenous	Languages	                          Continued from page 13 

1

Why	is	language	important?	
Language	 can	 carry	 meaning	 beyond	 the	 words	
themselves,	 and	 is	 an	 important	 platform	by	which	
much	cultural	knowledge	and	heritage	is	passed	on.	
Speaking	 and	 learning	 traditional	 languages	
improves	 the	 wellbeing	 of	 Aboriginal	 and	 Torres	
Strait	 Islander	 peoples	 by	 providing	 a	 sense	 of	
belonging	 and	 empowerment.	 Educational	
outcomes	improve	when	children	are	taught	in	their	
first	 language,	 especially	 in	 the	 early	 years.	
Preserving	 languages	 is	 critical	 in	preserving	history	
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and	culture,	as	well	as	upholding	Human	Rights	such	
as	 freedom	 of	 expression	 and	 freedom	 of	 thought.	
Language	also	affects	how	 individuals	develop	 their	
understanding	 of	 the	 world.	 The	 loss	 of	 languages	
not	only	affects	the	past	through	loss	of	culture	and	
history	but	also	the	future	of	Indigenous	people	and	
their	identities.		
Today	there	is	a	ground	swell	of	Aboriginal	and	
Torres	Strait	Islander	people	across	Australia	
working	to	learn	more	about	their	languages,	and	to	
ensure	they	are	passed	on	to	the	next	generation.	 

The	Art	of	Storytelling	                           

1

	The	Art	of	Storytelling	exhibition	aims	to	recognise,	
promote	and	 celebrate	 the	 stories	 of	 groups	 in	 our	
community	 that	 are	 sometimes	 overlooked,	
forgotten	or	marginalised.	The	exhibition	 runs	 from	
23rd	 December	 2019	 to	 February	 2020	 at	 the	
Fremantle	 Shipwreck	 Museum	 at	 45	 Cliff	 St,	
Fremantle.		

Storytelling	 is	one	of	
the	 oldest	 and	most	
important	 human	
traditions.	 It	 is	 also	
universal.	 Stories	
facilitate	the	transfer	
of	 knowledge,	
culture	 and	 identity	
from	 generation	 to	
generation.	 The	

medium	 of	 storytelling	 can	 vary.	 Stories	 can	 be	
shared	 through	 language	 -	 spoken	 or	 written	 -	 or	
through	images	and	other	visual	depictions.		
Language	 plays	 a	 crucial	 role	 in	 our	 daily	 lives,	 not	
only	 as	a	 tool	 for	 communication,	 education,	 social	
integration	 and	 development,	 but	 also	 as	 a	
repository	 for	 an	 individual's	 unique	 identity,	
cultural	 history,	 value	 system,	 traditions	 and	
memory.	 Yet,	 many	 languages	 are	 in	 danger	 of	
disappearing.		Because	of	this,	the	UN	declared	2019	
the	Year	of	Indigenous	Languages	to	raise	awareness	
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of	 endangered	 languages.	 This	 benefits	 the	 people	
who	 speak	 these	 languages	 and	 allows	 others	 to	
appreciate	the	important	contribution	they	make	to	
our	world's	rich	cultural	diversity.	
Images	 and	 other	 visual	 depictions	 are	 also	 an	
important	medium	for	storytelling,	using	the	power	
of	the	visual	image	to	ignite	imaginations	and	evoke	
emotions.	 Visual	 art	 can	 also	 function	 as	 an	
expression	 of	 individual	 identity	 and	 capture	
universal	cultural	truths	and	aspirations.		
Whilst	 we	 would	 like	 to	 share	 many	 stories,	 this	
exhibition	 has	 chosen	 to	 share	 stories	 about	 the	
Universal	 Declaration	 of	 Human	 Rights,	 Australia's	
Traditional	 Owners,	 endangered	 Australian	 animals	
and	everyday	Australians	who	have	come	from	both	
culturally	and	linguistically	diverse	communities.		
UNAAWA Human Rights Committee 
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Special	Guest	Contributor:	Anita	Lynch	
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Perth	 has	 one	 of	 the	
highest	 rates	 of	 urban	
sprawl	 in	 the	 world	 and	
has	been	ranked	the	least	
sustainable	 city	 in	

Australia,	 according	 to	 the	 Australian	 Conservation	
Foundation.	Perth’s	urban	sprawl	problem	is	estimated	to	
result	in	a	city	spreading	from	Myalup	to	Lancelin	by	2050	
if	 current	 rates	 of	 outward	 growth	 continue	 to	 occur.	
That’s	250	km	or	a	three-hour	drive	from	North	to	South.	
Perth	 is	 currently	 ranked	 as	 the	 59th	 largest	 city	
according	 to	 geographic	 size,	 despite	 its	 notably	 small	
population	of	approximately	1.98	million	people.		
Urban	 sprawl	 results	 in	 a	 private	 vehicle	 dependency,	
particularly	 for	 those	 in	 the	 outer	 fringes	 of	 the	
metropolitan	 area	 who	 must	 primarily	 rely	 on	 cars	 for	
their	transport	needs.	Perth’s	public	transport	system	has	
not	 developed	 at	 the	 same	 rate	 as	 residential	
development	 and	 is	 poorly	 equipped	 to	 deal	 with	 the	
transport	 needs	 of	 all	 Perth	 residents.	 Car	 dependency	
results	in	an	oil	dependency,	high	levels	of	carbon	dioxide	
emissions	 and	 traffic	 congestion	 that	 contributes	 to	 air	
pollution	 and	 poor	 overall	 health	 outcomes.	 An	
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increasingly	 spread	 out	 city	 also	 contributes	 to	 growing	
inequalities	 between	 those	 in	 the	 inner	 suburbs	 and	
those	in	the	outer	fringes.  
It	 has	 been	 stated	 by	 numerous	 experts,	 including	 the	
2018	 West	 Australian	 Scientist	 of	 the	 Year	 Peter	
Newman,	 that	 Perth	 cannot	 develop	 into	 a	 sustainable	
city	 whilst	 also	 continuing	 with	 the	 pattern	 of	 urban	
sprawl	 and	 outward	 development.	 Experts	 suggest	 that	
Perth	 needs	 to	 consider	 development	 in	 the	 form	 of	
medium-density	 housing,	 infill	 development	 with	 more	
hubs	 central	 to	 the	 CBD,	 and	 an	 extensive	 public	
transport	system	(Design	Perth	Report,	Newman	2018).		
The	 most	 sustainable	 cities	 in	 the	 world,	 such	 as	
Copenhagen	 and	 Amsterdam,	 also	 provide	 a	 source	 of	
inspiration	 for	 sustainable	urban	design	 through	 the	use	
of	 electric	 and	 extensive	 public	 transport	 systems,	 bike	
paths	 and	 a	 popular	 bike	 culture,	 urban	 greening	 (ie.	
green	 rooves,	 green	 corridors),	 tree	 planting,	 the	
protection	 of	 naturally	 green	 urban	 spaces	 including	
woodlands	and	wetlands,	creation	of	wind	farms,	creative	
water	catchment	methods,	and	investment	in	 renewable	
energy	forms,	desalination	plants	and	extensive	recycling	
and	waste	management	practices.	

Perth’s	Sustainability	Problem	by	Design	
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Despite	 growing	 global	 awareness	
about	 sexual	 violence	 such	 as	 that	
which	 was	 demonstrated	 by	 the	
#MeToo	 movement,	 many	 countries	
are	 still	 facing	 epidemics	 of	 sexual	
violence	 towards	 women.	 UNICEF	

reported	 that	 one	 in	 ten	 girls	 around	 the	 global	
experience	 rape	 and/or	 sexual	 assault.	 According	 to	 the	
Thomson	 Reuters	 Foundation,	 the	 countries	 deemed	
most	 dangerous	 for	 women	 in	 2018	 were	 India,	
Afghanistan,	Syria,	Somalia	and	Saudi	Arabia	respectively.	
America	 also	 found	 itself	 within	 the	 10th	 position,	 and	
the	only	Western	nation	to	be	within	the	top	ten.		
In	India,	only	one	in	four	cases	of	reported	rape	result	in	a	
conviction	for	the	perpetrator.	It	is	statistics	such	as	these	
that	might	explain	why	the	average	rate	of	reported	rape	
cases	 in	 India	 exists	 at	 approximately	 6.3	 for	 every	
100,000.	 Between	 2012	 and	 2016,	 reported	 rapes	 of	
minors	 doubled	 as	 indicated	 by	 national	 crime	 records.	
Furthermore,	 the	 Indian	 Penal	 Code	 states	 that	 sexual	
intercourse	and/or	sexual	acts	by	a	man	towards	his	wife	
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are	 not	 considered	 rape	 unless	 the	 female	 is	 under	 the	
age	 of	 15.	 Equality	 Now	 suggests	 that	 the	 treatment	 of	
sexual	violence	issues	as	one	of	morality	instead	of	one	of	
violence,	 in	 countries	 including	 but	 not	 limited	 to	 India,	
Indonesia,	China,	and	Nigeria,	only	contributes	to	a	 legal	
system	 in	 which	 perpetrators	 of	 sexual	 crimes	 are	 not	
properly	punished.		
The	 UN	 Women’s	 Committee	 states	 that	 “eliminating	
gender	 based	 violence	 is	 a	 priority”,	 and	 that	 laws	 and	
legislation	must	be	 changed	 in	order	 to	 implement	 such	
change.	 Similarly,	 the	 Convention	 on	 All	 Forms	 of	
Discrimination	Against	Women	(CEDAW)	calls	for	equality	
for	 women	 before	 the	 law	 and	 legal	 system,	 as	 well	 as	
improved	 political	 representation	 of	women	 in	 order	 to	
tackle	 the	 sexual	 violence	 epidemic.	 The	 CEDAW	 also	
suggests	a	need	for	a	shift	in	gender	stereotypes	and	the	
legislation	 of	 family	 planning	 rights.	 Urgent	 action	 is	
required	 in	order	 for	global	change	reflective	of	 the	 fifth	
SDG	-	Gender	Equality.		

Anita Lynch  
UNAAWA Intern 

Global	rape	epidemics	require	urgent	legal	and	societal	change	



	

	 16	

http://www.unaa.org.au/divisions/western-australia/	

Event	Report:	SDG	Business	Forum	Series	

Exploring	ways	to	use	the	SDGs	as	a	benchmark	to	measure	social	return	on	
investments	

1

UNAAWA	 in	 partnership	with	 the	 Atlas	 Trend	held	 its	
last	 SDG	 Business	 Forum	 Series	 for	 this	 year	 titled	
‘Sustainable	 Investing	 and	 Achieving	 SDGs’	 on	 2nd	
October	at	WeWork,	Perth.		

The	 Sustainable	 Investing	 and	 Achieving	 SDGs	 Forum	
explored,	 together	 with	 industry	 and	 government	
leaders	 in	 WA,	 different	 ways	 to	 use	 the	 SDGs	 as	
benchmark	 to	 measure	 social	 return	 on	 investments.	
The	 speakers	 for	 the	 panel	 discussion	 included	 Atlas	
Trend	CEO	Kent	Kwan,	 Impact	Seed	Founding	Director	
Kylie	 Hansen,	 Sustainable	 Platform	 Founder	 and	 CEO	
Mark	 Andrich	 and	 Fogarty	 Foundation	 Director	 for	
EDFutures	Rebecca	Loftus.		
President	of	UNAAWA	and	SDG	Business	Forum	Series	
Chair	 Dr	 Sandy	 Chong	 highlighted	 in	 her	 introductory	
statement	 that	 the	 SDG	 Goals	 are	 the	 UN’s	 most	
ambitious	 goals	 to	 date.	 It	 represents	 an	
unprecedented	 global	 movement	 to	 end	 poverty,	
tackle	climate	change	and	ensure	a	 sustainable	 future	
for	 all.	 "We	 are	 falling	 behind	 on	 achieving	 the	 SDG	
Goals	 in	 parts	 because	of	 the	 current	 funding	 levels,”	
she	said.	 “Our	 global	 ranking	with	achieving	 the	 SDGs	
in	Australia	 is	at	38.	There	 is	a	 lot	 to	be	done	and	we	
need	to	improve	that	marker.”		
The	 panel	 discussion	 highlighted	 sustainable	
investment	 and	 its	 challenges	 and	 impacts	 on	 wider	
financial	 interests.	The	Chair	opened	the	discussion	by	
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pointing	out	 that	 impact	 investment	 is	a	great	 tool	 to	
generate	measurable	social	impact,	as	well	as	financial	
returns	for	all.	
One	 of	 the	 panel	 speakers,	 Mark	 Andrich,	 said	
"sustainable	 investing	 is	 investing	 in	 companies	 that	
meet	people’s	needs	without	taking	away	 from	future	
generations	 or	 the	 environment.	 The	 two	 levels	
beneath	 that	 are	 around	 social	 equity	 with	 emphasis	
on	 the	 poor	 and	 how	 technology	 can	 enhance	 the	
society	and	the	environment.”		
Kylie	Hansen	pointed	out	that	impact	 investment,	as	a	
concept,	 is	 something	 that	 is	 more	 than	 just	
responsible	 investment.	 "It	 is	 not	 just	 about	 doing	no	
harm;	 it	 is	 about	 intentional	 impact	 and	 in	 the	
investment	 decisions	 we	 make	 as	 an	 investor.”	
Understanding	 the	 different	 kinds	 of	 investment	 is	 a	
challenge,	and	it	can	be	quite	confusing.	It	is	therefore	
imperative	 for	 one	 to	 be	 educated	 on	 the	 different	
types	measures	for	social	return.			
The	 forum	 was	 proudly	 sponsored	 by	 Elevate	 Super	
(part	 of	 Atlas	 Trend),	 WeWork,	 Book	 Connect	 and	
Xabregas	Wine.		
The	 UNAAWA	 SDG	 Business	 Forum	 Series	 took	 off	 in	
May	last	year	and	has	had	over	450	attendees	and	25	
sponsors	 and	 community	 partners	 to	 date	 supporting	
the	program.	For	more	information	on	how	you	could	
contribute	 or	 sponsor	 at	 next	 year’s	 SDG	 Business	
Forum	 Series,	 feel	 free	 to	 contact	 us	 on:	
sdg.wa@unaa.org.au.		

Panel Speakers (L to R): Kylie Hansen, Kent Kwan, 
Dr Sandy Chong, Rebecca Loftus, Dr Mark Andrich. Photo: 
Cloud9Projects 
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Event	Report:	Valuing	Children	Initiative	Breakfast	

1

The	 Valuing	 Children	 Initiative	
(VCI)	 hosted	 a	 breakfast	 early	
November,	sponsored	by	Deloitte,	
which	 invited	 thought	 leaders	 in	
WA	 to	 take	 part	 in	 a	 working	
breakfast	 on	 the	 wellbeing	 of	

children.	 Valuing	 Children	 Ambassador	 and	 Senior	
Australian	 of	 the	 Year	 Dr	 Sue	 Packer	 AM	 keynoted	 the	
audience	 with	 the	 experience	 and	 expertise	 that	 Dr	
Packer	brings	 in	valuing	children	through	her	career	as	a	
paediatrician	within	the	community.	The	need	to	provide	
children	 with	 opportunities	 to	 be	 included	 in	 decision-
making	 and	 to	 listen	 to	 what	 children	 can	 contribute	 is	
essential	for	positive	change.	If	we,	as	responsible	adults,	
are	to	instigate	impact,	we	must	value	children	as	citizens	
to	be	safe	and	thrive.	

True	 to	 the	 valuing	 children	
message,	and	with	the	support	
of	 Guildford	 Grammar	 School	
and	 Millennium	 Kids,	 VCI	 had	
the	 honour	of	hosting	 a	 young	
person’s	 panel.	 Keen	 to	 hear	
the	 voices	 of	 young	 people	 in	
Western	 Australia,	 the	 panel	
emceed	 by	 UN	 advocate	 Bella	
Burgemeister	 discussed	 child	
wellbeing	 in	 WA.	 Presenting	
thoughts	 and	
recommendations	 from	Sadbh,	

Stanton,	 Elizabeth	 and	 Stanton	 with	 Dr	 Packer,	 the	
audience	appreciated	the	wealth	of	knowledge	the	young	
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people	provided	 in	a	 room	of	 representatives	 from	child	
health,	education,	communities,	social	services,	research,	
advocacy	and	corporate	organisations.	
As	 the	 event	 drew	 to	 a	 close,	 VCI	 were	 excited	 to	
announce	 new	Valuing	Children	Ambassadors	 to	 join	Dr	
Packer	 in	 championing	 thought-to-action	 leadership	 in	
prioritising	 children	 in	 Australia.	 When	 we	 truly	 value	
children	 across	 society,	 the	 whole	 community	 is	
strengthened.	 Please	 join	 us	 in	 welcoming	 Dr	 Brian	
Babington,	 Associate	 Professor	 Anita	 Ghose,	 Claire	
Orange,	 Commissioner	 Colin	 Pettit,	 Bella	 Burgemeister	
and	UNAAWA	 President	 Dr	 Sandy	 Chong	 who	 will	 build	
awareness	and	support	in	valuing	children	into	2020.	
Dr Vicky Absalom-Hornby  
UNAAWA Member 

 
	
	
	

 
 

[Left] Dr Sandy Chong & Dr Vicky Absalom-Hornby.  
[Above] Young Persons Panel. Credit: VCI 

Member’s	Corner	

André	C.	Borges:	International	Football	Tournament	Volunteer	

1

I	had	the	privilege	of	being	recommended	by	UNAAWA	
President	 Dr	 Sandy	 Chong	 to	 the	 organisers	 of	
the	2019	 World	Minifootball	Federation	World	 Cup	-	
Perth,	 held	 at	 Langley	 Park	 in	 the	heart	 of	Perth	from	
the	 1st	 to	 11th	 October.	 It	 was	 simply	 great	 to	
volunteer	at	 such	high-level	global	soccer	tournament,	
with	32	 teams	 competing	 to	 be	 the	 best	 six-a-side	
nation,	where	I	have	been	given	the	important	role	of	
volunteers	coordinator,	having	as	a	main	responsibility	
to	 be	 managing	 and	 leading	 the	 entire	 group	 of	
volunteers	 participating	 throughout	 the	 11	day	 event.	
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It	was	an	amazing	experience,	not	only	professionally,	
but	 also	 of	 such	 great	 relevance	 in	 terms	 of	 personal	
challenges	and	improvement.	
Continued on page 18 
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Continued from page 17 
I	was	involved	and	dealing	with	over	10	different	nationalities,	as	well	as	a	very	wide	range	of	ages,	apart	from	
the	 liaison	with	all	the	32	 teams	 (and	staff)	competing	 in	the	tournament.	The	event	was	hosted	 in	a	beautiful	
place,	with	a	great	organisation	and	serious	professionalism	for	11	days	of	intense	work,	with	a	lot	of	stories	and	
experience-sharing,	and	a	little	bit	of	cheering	for	my	home	country	of	Brazil,	who	lost	to	Mexico	in	the	final.		
Thank	you	Dr	Sandy	and	the	Australian	Minifootball	Federation	for	the	opportunity,	I	am	really	grateful.		
André C. Borges  
SDGs Forum Committee Member 

André	C.	Borges:	International	Football	Tournament	Volunteer	

Caleb	Gorton:	A	Lifelong	Interest	in	International	Affairs	

1

I	 have	 been	 fascinated	 by	
foreign	 cultures	 and	
international	 affairs	 since	 I	
was	 a	 child.	 I	 was	 born	 in	
Western	 Australia,	 but	 grew	
up	 in	 Indonesia	 –	 first	 in	
Borneo	 and	 then	 Lombok.	
Spending	 some	 of	 my	
formative	 years	 in	 Indonesia	
shaped	 my	 strong	

connection	with	Asia	and	my	interest	the	world	outside	of	
Australia.	 When	 Suharto	 fell	 in	 1998,	 my	 family	 was	
evacuated	to	Australia.	This	was	the	first	time	I	had	ever	
visited	 Perth,	 which	 became	 my	 home	 two	 years	 later.	
During	 High	 School,	 I	 spent	 two	 years	 living	 in	 Beijing,	
where	 I	 was	 absorbed	 into	 the	 local	 and	 international	
community.	My	 interest	 in	 the	world	was	 set	 for	 life	 by	
this	stage.		
This	 passion	 and	 my	 love	 for	 writing	 led	 me	 to	 study	
Journalism	 and	 International	 Relations	 at	 Curtin	
University.	 In	 2017,	 whilst	 completing	 my	 Master	 in	
International	Relations	and	National	Security,	I	moved	to	
Timor-Leste	 to	 work	 for	 five	 months	 as	 a	 Public	
Information	 Intern	 for	 the	 United	 Nations	 World	 Food	
Programme	 (WFP).	WFP’s	work	 in	 Timor-Leste	was	 vital,	
primarily	 focusing	 on	 addressing	 the	 country’s	 high	 rate	
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of	 malnutrition.	 While	 Timor-Leste	 has	 successfully	
transitioned	 from	 conflict	 to	 stable	 democracy,	 53	 per	
cent	 of	 boys	 and	 47	 per	 cent	 of	 girls	 are	 affected	 by	
stunting	–	one	of	the	main	form	of	undernutrition.		
Upon	returning	to	Perth	and	inspired	by	my	time	with	the	
UN,	 I	 researched	 for	 and	wrote	my	Masters	dissertation	
on	 the	 impact	 of	 food	 security	 on	 post-conflict	
peacebuilding	 and	 development.	 Using	 Timor-Leste	 and	
Nepal	as	case	studies,	I	argued	that	food	security	is	a	key	
factor	 in	 determining	 a	 state’s	 peacebuilding	 process	 to	
transition	 from	 post-conflict	 fragility	 to	 long-term	
stability.		
Just	 after	 completing	 my	 Masters	 degree,	 I	 started	 my	
position	 as	 Chief	 Editor	 of	 this	 very	 magazine.	 I	 love	
writing	 and	 editing	 and	 very	 much	 enjoy	 all	 of	 the	
fantastic	 submissions	 that	 I	 received	 for	 each	 edition.	
Thank	 you	 to	everyone	for	 the	great	work	over	 the	past	
year.	Next	year	I	will	be	moving	into	the	public	section	by	
taking	up	a	graduate	position	with	the	state	government.	
I	 am	 looking	 forward	 to	what	 2020	 has	 to	 offer	 and	 for	
another	 great	 year	of	UN	Matters	 content.	 Please	 don’t	
hesitate	 to	 email	 me	 at	 any	 time	 with	 your	 ideas	 and	
submission	at	newsletter@unaa-wa.org.au			
Caleb Gorton  
UN Matters Chief Editor 
Photo Source: WA Department of Finance 

[Left]: André with AMF President Miguel Maron 
[Right]: UNAAWA volunteers & President at the Mini 
Football World Cup event 
[Previous page]: UNAAWA flag at the event 
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Since	 2017,	 the	 Perth-based	 organisation	
Development	 Together	 has	 been	 partnering	 with	
Seeds	 of	 Hope	 Integrated	 Ministries	 of	 Uganda	
(SHIM).	 They	 are	 a	 not-for-profit	 community-based	
organisation	 located	 in	 Eastern	 Uganda,	 primarily	
working	in	and	around	the	town	of	Busia.		

SHIM’s	 goal	 is	 to	 endorse	 an	
equal	 and	 sustainable	
transformation	 of	 marginalised	
people	especially	children,	youth	
and	 women.	 Essentially,	 they	

encourage	 vulnerable	 children	 to	 attend	 school	 by	
providing	 fees	 and	 scholastic	 materials,	 conduct	
financial	 education	 programs	 for	 women	 to	 set	 up	
small	 sustainable	 business,	 and	 teach	 sexual	 and	
reproductive	 health	 education	 to	 teenagers	 and	
young	 adults	 to	 encourage	 birth	 spacing	 and	
appropriate	contraception.		
Seeds	of	Hope	is	planning	to	set	up	a	small	business	
which	 will	 encourage	 girls	 to	 stay	 in	 school.	 This	
business	 will	 provide	 affordable,	 good	 quality	 and	
reusable	 sanitary	 pads,	 education	 and	 training	 for	
local	women	and	girls	about	menstruation,	STIs	and	
HIV,	and	create	employment	opportunities	 for	 local	
community	members.	 The	 reusable	pads,	 known	as	
‘SMART	Pads’,	will	provide	sufficient	protection	and	
comfort	 during	 menstruation.	 The	 education	 and	
training	 delivered	 to	 girls	 in	 school	 and	 women	 in	
communities	 will	 be	 conducted	 by	 SHIM	 in	
partnership	with	Wise	Choices	for	Life,	an	Australian	
NGO	 working	 in	 Uganda.	 This	 training	 will	 educate	
girls	 and	women	 on	 how	 to	 use	 the	 sanitary	 pads,	
how	 to	 maintain	 them,	 and	 general	 sexual	 and	
reproductive	 health	 education.	 Employees	 for	 the	
small	 business	 will	 be	 recruited	 from	 local	
communities	and	will	 receive	training.	This	will	help	
ensure	 positive	 financial	 and	 economic	 stability.	 By	
introducing	this	program	SHIM	will	promote	equality	
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education	 (SDG4),	 gender	 equality	 (SDG	 5),	 good	
health	 and	 wellbeing	 (SDG	 3)	 and	 clean	 sanitation	
(SDG	6).		
Recently,	 Development	 Together	 facilitated	 a	 two-
month	 Business	 Internship	 for	Ms	 Casey	 Hughes,	 a	
Curtin	 University	 student,	 from	 December	 2018	 to	
February	 2019.	 Casey	 worked	 with	 SHIM	 to	 help	
develop	 the	 Business	 Proposal	 for	 this	 project.	 The	
good	 news	 is	 that	SHIM	was	 recently	been	granted	
US$5000	 towards	 the	 ‘Keeping	 Girls	 in	 School	
Sanitary	Napkin	Project’	 from	Wise	Choices	for	 Life.	
They	 are	 now	 looking	 at	 fundraising	 to	 match	 this	
donation	to	allow	the	project	to	get	underway.		

We	are	thrilled	to	have	been	a	part	of	Keeping	Girls	
in	 School	 and	 wish	 SHIM	 all	 the	 best	 to	 get	 this	
project	underway.		
For	more	details	about	the	project	please	contact	
Development	Together:	
admin@developmenttogether.com	or	Mr	Moses	
Ojambo:	seedsofhopeintegrated@gmail.com.	
To	connect	on	FB	go	to	SHIM	Uganda:	
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=1000029
45855747  
 
 

Development	Together:	Keeping	Girls	in	School		

Source: Development Together 
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Energy	 production	 is	 the	 largest	Greenhouse	 Gas	
emitter	 in	 the	 world.	 Our	 energy	 grids	 must	 be	
able	to	embrace	a	high	percentage	of	renewables	
with	many	 researchers	advising	 that	 the	Western	
World	 should	 be	 targeting	 to	 reduce	 our	 carbon	
footprint	by	50	per	cent	by	2030	to	reduce	risk	of	
catastrophic	climate	change.		
The	 unmanaged	 investment	 in	 rooftop	 solar	 will	
ultimately	 hit	 a	 saturation	 point	 that	 limits	 the	
ability	 of	 the	 grid	 to	 get	 to	 50	 per	 cent.	 	 Plico	
Energy’s	 business	 model	 will	 help	 individuals	
achieve	 up	 to	 90	 per	 cent	 renewable	 energy	
consumption	 in	 their	 own	 home	 via	 PV	 Panels	
(solar)	 and	Battery	 Storage.	 This	 stored	 energy	 is	
then	 used	 to	 create	 a	 community	 owned	 Virtual	
Power	 Plant	 that	 is	 designed	 to	 assist	 with	 the	
management	 of	 energy	 peaks	 to	 smooth	 out	 the	
fluctuations	across	the	grid.		
Energy	grids	are	dynamic	systems	that	need	to	be	
simultaneously	 stable	 and	 responsive	 to	 changes	
in	energy	use.	 Imagine	our	traditional	grid	 is	built	
in	the	design	of	an	old-style	mattress	–	consisting	
of	just	a	few	large	springs	-	and	each	movement	is	
felt	by	the	other	person	in	the	bed.		Our	vision	for	
the	 future	 of	 the	 grid	 will	 have	 hundreds	 of	
thousands	 of	 springs	 to	 balance	 the	 loads	 and	
keep	 the	 grid	 under	 control,	 much	 more	 like	 a	
modern	 mattress	 that	 is	 built	 to	 avoid	 the	
movements	of	others	in	the	bed.		
The	 Plico	 Energy	 project	 provides	 both	
environmental	 and	 social	 benefits	 and	 has	 been	
deliberately	 designed	 with	 this	 intention.	 	 We	
have	 created	 a	 business	 model	 that	 is	 not	 only	
sustainable	but	fully	scalable.			
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We	 have	 developed	 uniquely	 fair	 contracts	 that	
protect	 the	 community	 owned	 business	 from	
downside	scenarios,	 knowing	 that	any	upside	will	
flow	 back	 to	 the	 community.	 The	 scale	 of	 the	
project	 has	 also	 allowed	us	 to	 negotiate	 to	 keep	
capital	 costs	 low	 and	 incorporate	 ten	 years	 of	
service	 and	 maintenance	 fees	 for	 the	 Virtual	
Power	Plant.				
At	 the	 end	 of	 the	 ten	 year	 contract,	 when	 the	
equity	 funding	 partner	 exits,	 our	 customers	
become	 shareholders	 in	 the	entity	 that	owns	 the	
combined	 assets.	 Individuals	 own	more	 than	 the	
system	on	their	 roof,	 they	are	 shareholders	 in	an	
energy	company.	
A	 core	 feature	 of	 the	 Plico	 Energy	 Project	 is	 the	
establishment	 of	 Community	 engagement	
programs	that	will	enhance	the	energy	 literacy	of	
participants.	 The	 aim	 is	 that	 in	 addition	 to	
providing	 PV	 and	 batteries,	 we	 have	 created	 an	
opportunity	 to	 go	 after	 the	 ‘nega-watt’	 –	 the	
energy	the	households	the	members	don’t	use.			
The	Plico	Energy	Project	is	not	capped	or	bounded	
by	any	 regulatory	or	 financial	 hurdle	 and	aims	 to	
progressively	develop	its	VPP	in	WA	over	the	next	
decade.	 The	 goal	 is	 to	 build	 a	 VPP	 that	 is	
significant	 enough	 to	 progressively	 develop	 and	
test	 all	 of	 the	 potential	 energy	 services	 that	 a	
Virtual	 Power	 Station	 could	 theoretically	 provide	
across	 the	 distribution	 &	 transmission	 systems,	
energy,	capacity	and	ancillary	service	markets.		
The	Plico	Project	has	plans	to	expand	beyond	WA	
to	the	East,	North	and	West	in	2020.			
Anne Rainbow  
Plico Energy Project – Community Engagement 

 
 
 
	
 
 

The	Plico	Energy	Project:	The	Changing	Energy	Sector	–	Disruption	is	Here!	
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Sustainable Christmas Guide 
Christmas	is	an	exciting	time	to	be	with	family	and	friends.	Unfortunately,	it	has	also	become	a	time	
when	Aussie	rubbish	volumes	increase	by	30%.	Much	of	that	is	made	up	of	packaging,	wrapping	
paper,	plastic,	styrofoam	and	food	that	goes	uneaten.	
While	we	struggle	to	keep	up	with	the	Jones	and	all	the	Christmas	pressure,	the	environment	is	
struggling	to	handle	the	inevitable	waste	from	over-indulgence	and	excess.	Here	are	some	facts:	
∗ Aussies	receive	over	20	million	unwanted	gifts	at	during	this	time	
∗ 86	per	cent	of	us	find	Christmas	puts	a	strain	on	finances,	and	buying	a	large	number	of	gifts	is	the	

reported	cause	of	66	per	cent	of	this	pressure	
∗ Australians	use	more	than	150,000km	of	wrapping	paper	during	Christmas	–	enough	to	wrap	

around	the	Earth’s	equator	nearly	4	times	
∗ In	Australia	alone,	over	5	million	tonnes	of	food	ends	up	as	landfill	each	year	–	enough	to	fill	9,000	

Olympic-sized	swimming	pools.		
∗ 90	per	cent	of	us	usually	discard	over	25	per	cent	of	our	food	during	the	festive	period	(1st	Dec	to	

1st	Jan)	
The	Foundation	1	Million	Women	says	if	we	reduced	our	Christmas	waste	by	just	1	kilogram	per	
person	and	“If	a	million	people	did	that,	we	could	save	approximately	10	billion	litres	of	water	waste	
(that’s	4000	Olympic	swimming	pools),	prevent	8	million	kgs	of	carbon	dioxide	pollution	(growing	a	
forest	of	approx.	45,000	trees)	…	and	we	would	collectively	save	millions	of	dollars!”	
Christmas	is	a	happy	time	and	doesn’t	have	to	be	a	burden	on	our	planet.	With	a	little	effort	and	
creativity,	we	can	reduce	the	environmental	impact	of	the	holiday	season	and	have	fun	while	we	do	it.	
Here	are	some	ideas	to	help	celebrate	the	season	while	caring	for	the	earth.		

Buy	Less		
Remember	it	is	the	thought	that	counts,	not	the	price	tag.	Here	are	tips	for	giving	more	&	buying	less	
this	festive	season.	Why	not	give	the	gift	of…		
∗ Homemade	edibles.	Everybody	loves	some	homemade	cookies/cakes/jam	
∗ An	experience	to	create	memories	(e.g.	concert	tickets,	gift	certificates	for	horse	riding/rock	

climbing)	
∗ Your	expertise	or	service	(e.g.	give	your	folks	a	lesson	on	how	to	use	apps	on	their	iPhone	and	ask	

them	to	teach	you	how	to	look	after	your	houseplant	that	keeps	dying)	
∗ Bunch	of	flowers	or	seeds	(e.g.	if	you	have	an	amazing	garden	–	share	the	love)	
∗ Regifted	gifts	(reused	gifts	are	the	lightest	on	the	environment	and	shhh!	no	one	needs	to	know)		

Buy	Smart:	Think	Green	
∗ Look	for	local	made	gifts	(e.g.	check	out	your	local	markets)	
∗ Choose	gifts	from	recycled	sources		
∗ Battery	free	gift	to	avoid	passing	the	cost	of	ongoing	costs	and	waste	
∗ Donate	to	a	charity	of	the	special	someone’s	choice	
∗ Ask	the	special	someone	what	they	actually	want,	maybe	it’s	something	practical	like	potting	mix,	

or	moisturiser		
	
Continued on page 22 
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TICKETS:	

Sustainable Christmas Guide 
Continued from page 21 

	Decoration	Ideas	
∗ When	looking	at	decorations,	think	about	their	energy	use,	can	it	be	

LED	lighting	
∗ Choose	a	live	Christmas	tree	(if	you	have	space,	why	not	pot	a	live	

tree	and	reuse	it	for	years)	
∗ Reuse	old	wrapping	paper,	find	other	creative	alternatives	like	cloth	

or	tea	towels,	or	use	environmentally	friendly	options	(recycled)	
∗ Choose	gifts	that	aren’t	over-packaged.		
∗ Make	your	own	Christmas	cards	(maybe	young	family	members	can	

draw	pictures	or	you	could	flex	your	artistic	muscle)	or	use	E-cards	and	funny	emails	instead	of	
Christmas	cards	

∗ Use	tape	sparingly	or	not	at	all	
∗ Reuse	any	ribbons	and	bows	

Other	Ideas		
∗ Being	out	in	nature	is	proven	to	reduce	stress.	So	why	not	create	a	new	family	tradition,	and	go	for	

a	family	hike,	or	a	walk	in	the	park,	or	a	trip	to	the	beach.		
∗ Think	about	your	energy	use	over	Christmas	and	LED	lighting	
∗ Look	for	green	gifts	
∗ Remember	your	‘green	carrier	bags’	
∗ We	can	reduce	waste,	by	simply	knowing	what	we	want	before	we	head	out	to	the	shops.	So,	its	

worth	‘Making	your	list	and	checking	it	twice’	and	sticking	to	it	
∗ This	saves	money,	running	around	time	and	can	help	promote	and	feeling	of	calm	through	a	

sometimes	stressful	period	
What	ideas	do	you	have?	Any	nifty	tips	you	have	over	the	festive	season?	Come	and	visit	the	UNAAWA	
Facebook	page	and	keep	the	conversation	going	there.	
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Important	Dates	
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Important	Dates	

UN	Observances	
December	
1.	World	AIDS	Day		
2.	International	Day	for	the	Abolition	of	Slavery	
3.	International	Day	of	Persons	with	Disabilities		
5.	International	Volunteer	Day	for	Economic	and	Social	
Development		
5.	World	Soil	Day		
7.	International	Civil	Aviation	Day	
9.	International	Day	of	Commemoration	and	Dignity	of	the	
Victims	of	the	Crime	of	Genocide	and	of	the	Prevention	of	
this	Crime	
9.	International	Anti-Corruption	Day		
10.	Human	Rights	Day		
11.	International	Mountain	Day		
12.	International	Day	of	Neutrality		
12.	International	Universal	Health	Coverage	Day		
18.	International	Migrants	Day		
18.	Arabic	Language	Day		
20.	International	Human	Solidarity	Day		
	
	
	
	

January	
4.	World	Braille	Day		
24.	International	Day	of	Education		
27.	International	Day	of	Commemoration	in	Memory	of	
the	Victims	of	the	Holocaust		
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Important	Dates	


